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— speak on the living Bible is more than a personal 
privilege; it is a solemn obligation. To witness to 
God’s living Word is indeed a sacred commitment in 
these times of testing dominated by global decisions 
of ultimate bearing. My city of Berlin is today the 
focus and center of decisions that will determine the 
future of the whole Western civilization. Already the 
propagators of a world revolution are raising their 
voices to proclaim the end of an era, the breakdown of 
a moral and social order prevalent for nearly two thou- 
sand years. 

“Christians have failed; Christian concepts of life are 
doomed to perish”—that is what the rulers of Eastern 
Germany cry out, re-echoing the slogans diffused all 
over the Soviet orbit. The more commanding these 
slogans may sound, the more surprising is the halt 
which confronts them in that area where I have lived 
well over 70 years now. Today Berlin is like a light- 
house shining forth into the deadly night, a watch- 
tower where even the roaring waves are bound to 
hreak their rage and fury. Rays of light, of comfort and 
clarification are going out each day from the island city 
across the Eastern world. 

The South-Eastern part of the area surrounding 
Berlin, today the Soviet zone of Germany, has a special 
place in history. It is the land of Martin Luther; here 
the Reformation started and spread from the heart of 
Germany all over the earth. From its very beginning 
and throughout the last four centuries, the Reformation 
has meant the unfolding of infinite treasures for the 
people of East Germany. For the first time, the Word 
of God was to be read and heard by each one in his 
own mother tongue. The voice of the true Shepherd 
created a movement of joyful thanksgiving, and wher- 
ever the Church became by Scripture reformed, whole 
nations joined in praising God. Wherever nations were 
in danger of losing their vision toward the realms be- 
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the Protestant community in Germany’s East Zone over against 
Communist pressures. “A Living Bible in a Dying World” 
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yond the sky, there the Bible proved to be a landmark 
implicit in every issue. In world history, each century 
is confronted with its own special problems. That 
historic fact causes me to verify as the first point the 
statement that in each century, the decisive answer to 
burning problems was taken from the Bible. Whether 
abroad in the mission field of Asia and Africa or in the 
social witness along the lines of Christian men like 
Thomas Chalmers or the Earl of Shaftesbury, it was 
a conscience encompassed in the Bible that encouraged 
a life obedience to the one Creator and Preserver of 
mankind. Wherever Christian men and women had 
to struggle severely against converging powers of dark 
ness, there in deep radiance the written Word became 
a lamp unto their feet and a light unto their paths. 


VIOLENT POWERS OF DARKNESS 


The powers of darkness, however, have never been so 
consistent nor violent as they appear to be in this cen- 
tury. Never before has the entire sphere of human 
relations been so much obscured as we perceive it in 
our present technical age. From the nineteenth cen- 
tury, stupendous tasks were left over largely unsolved. 
From spurious seeds implanted with the scientific revo- 
lution beginning two centuries ago, a harvest of bitter 
fruitage is now being reaped in gigantic dimensions. 
Willful speculations and experiments have added to 
man’s pride and self-sufficiency. Scientific man pre- 
tended to be autonomous and absolute. The result of 
those experiments has been the waging of two world 
wars. To the problem of the twentieth century, those 
wars have offered no solution because war-mongers 
would never consult the Bible. Nor did the advocates 
of material exploitation ever look up to the Word of 
God as a guiding light. Instead of helping the human 
being to become instrumental in fulfilling God’s design 
through acts of neighborly concern, the intellectual 
drive became entirely self-satisfied. Instead of using 
the material gifts inherent in God's creation as His 
committed fellow-laborers, the doctrinaires of emanci- 
pation have exalted the autonomy and the gravity of 
earthly matter to a degree where the inner sphere of 
man is considered negligible. 

An amorphous mass society, anonymous and fearful, 
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is envisaged as a result of dialectical indoctrination. In 
the nineteenth century dialectical materialism was ad- 
vertised to be the proper foundation of scientific discern- 
ment. In our century, however, dialectical materialism 
is occupying the place of dogma, a system of belief 
making demands on the total existence of man. With 
a kind of religious fervor, this dogma of earthly totality 
is now being enacted to advance from its Eastern sanc- 
tuaries and conquer the inhabited earth. Bent upon 
ruling mankind in efficiency and rigid uniformity, the 
new doctrinaires make an absolute claim on the minds 
of men through shaping their intellects and their value- 
judgments. In that rigid process of mind and will- 
shaping, any method is acceptable. Some of the experi- 
ments in human deformation, including brain-wash- 
ing practices, appear to reflect the predicted totality of 
world revolution. 

Since I made it my first point to maintain that in 
each century the positive answers to the ever-burning 
problems are taken from the Bible, I might substantiate 
by pointing out that the very authority of the Bible 
implicates a “crisis,” dividing the children of light from 
the children of darkness. 

Owing to their indoctrinated hostility to the teach- 
ings of the Bible, the prophets of modern dialectical 
materialism cannot but create an atmosphere of “Eter- 
nal Unrest” which I would prefer to call “satanic un- 
rest.” Teaching the dogma of “perpetual tension,” these 
prophets of atheism formulate a vast number of imagi- 
nary life-issues without providing for any intellectual 
honesty to offer helpful solutions. The dogma of ten- 
sion is a dogma of hate. The dialectic of antagonizing 
becomes a habit of liquidation. What we already have 
in Eastern Europe, and what we may see spreading any 
day toward other parts of the world, is a totalitarian 
drive aimed at ada pting man’s whole being to the lim- 
ited requirements of controllable animals completely 
rationalized. Standards below the norms of that col- 
lectivized animal existence may be worked up to reach 
just that low level of controlled automatic operation. 


THE SOVIET SOCIETY 


However, this minimum level of a command perform- 
ance in regimented uniformity is propagated as “Life 
in Progress.” In the half religious phraseology of the 
world revolution dogma, the collectivized animal exist- 
ence is called the “New Life.” Here I would wish to 
uphold a second point: 

The doctrinaires who offer the philosophy of ma- 
terialism as a substitute religion are killing the souls 
of men. They are doing all they can to prevent the 
people from reading God's living Word. 

The new process of man’s formation sets in rather 
early. Before the birth of a human being, the expectant 
mother is requested to have the infant registered in ad- 
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vance for a name-giving ritual to be administered soon 
after the delivery. This ritual has been devised to re- 
place the Christian baptism. The main emphasis at 
this ritual is placed on the “incorporation of the infant 
in socialist society.” It is made attractive with premium 
bonds for the mother, and a “Vow of Guidance” is 
taken by sponsors provided through collective chan- 
nels. Guidance means control by the collective leader- 
ship to insure the child’s growing into the pattern of 
New Life. The New Life is said to be based on the 
findings of modern science. In truth, however, the 
educational pattern of the totalitarian countries is 
founded on principles of discernment which have long 
been superseded. In order to suppress all spiritual lean- 
ings of the human individual, the prophets of the total- 
itarian New Life are reducing the sphere of knowledge 
to the surface material of the earth. In order to keep 
their iron grip on the victims of their guidance, they 
claim that nothing is beyond the scope of their plan- 
ning. 

The source of a rigid life-planning is the State Al- 
mighty. The material powers which are at the state's 
command are proclaimed to our young people as a 

“Life-giving Power Plant.” A six-year-old girl recently 
reported home that in her first grade class at school she 
had to learn this slogan: 

Five fingers has the human hand; 
The Five-Year-Plan brings New Life to our land. 

Part of this New Life planning is our young people’s 
systematic alienation from home and family life. The 
family is recognized as what it is in the teaching of 
the Bible. But with the leading Communists, the family 
is not only unrecognized, but is also denounced as the 
basic unit where a child’s eternal dependence on an 
all-embracing Father in heaven is still a living reality. 
In order to sever the transcendent bonds, shifting work- 
ing-hours, including Sunday labor, are pressured on the 
adult, both father and mother, while the adolescents 
are worn down by heavy schedules at school and in the 
pioneer movement. The whole atmosphere of the uni- 
form society is determined by a constant fear of falling 
short of norms and statistical quotas. In the subtle 
mind-shaping of the young, no room is left for recalling 
the creative acts of parental love and protection; no 
thought is to be given to the natural grace and beauty 
inherent in a sacramental life. At an early age, at 
school and in premilitary training, man is taught to be 
man’s enemy, because it is only through mutual control 
and competition that the herd can be kept in line. A 
decree recently signed by the East Zone Minister of 
Defense states that all members of the Armed Forces 
are to be called upon by their superiors to hate people 
of different persuasion, and the hatred has to be nour- 
ished by constant reporting on the next of rank. What 
is accomplished is utter restlessness precluding any 
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real measure of life. With a fanatical fervor, Com- 
munist youth leaders pretend that there is a global 
conspiracy of enemies determined to kill the whole 
working population of the earth. 

Almost every day the danger of a capitalist aggression 
is projected on the minds of misguided people. Often 
the enemy is said to be in their own midst, and the 
system that began with individual spying and reporting 
becomes a systematic hounding of the people. There 
have been several cases where parents felt they could 
no longer fully rely on their own offspring. 

This is the kind of life the young generation is sup- 
posed to embrace at the age of 14 when they are ex- 
pected to take the solemn oath of the “Jugendweihe,” 
the Communist ritual of Youth Dedication. In all out- 
ward form and shape, this ritual is an anticipation of 
the Christian confirmation. It is preceded by a course 
of so-called cultural instruction lasting from four to six 
months. As an official outline for these courses of cul- 
tural instruction, new Ten Commandments were te- 
cently drawn up by Mr. Ulbricht, and these new Ten 
Commandments were published with the stated pur- 
pose of replacing the Ten Commandments contained in 
the Old Testament of the Bible. We are convinced 
that the living voice of God, speaking threugh the 
words of the Bible, will be triumphant in the end. We 
are the more concerned for the hearts and minds of 
those who are given no freedom to decide for them- 
selves which of the two sets of Ten Commandments 
they shall give allegiance. In this context, I wrote to 
the prime minister of East Germany an open letter con- 
taining these words: 


Free decision no longer exists when the State employs all its 
means of propaganda against the institutions of the Church. 
Teachers, party functionaries, and others have worked over 
parents and children relentlessly persuading them to submit 
to the Communist Dedication ritual because only in this way 
apprenticeship, trade, high school, and university training 
ire open to them. The East German Press which is bound 
to the directives of the State, is called upon to make propa- 
ganda for the Communist ritual by every means; the same 
is true in the economic order. In the State-sponsored school, 
the teaching of the Bible is not only prohibited, but children 
ire being herded to the “Jugendweihe” celebration in close 
ranks. Now even the Post Office is issuing special postage 
stamps and congratulatory Jugendweihe telegram forms. A 
totalitarian State is engaged in enforcing acceptance of insti- 
tutions which are built on the denial of all Christian concepts. 


THE MIRACLE OF FAITH 


When we consider the enormous amount of pressure 
that has gone into this restless drive against Christian 
faith, it is nothing short of a miracle to see how many 
people in the East are staying away from the enemies 
of the Cross. It is a miracle indeed and no human 
accomplishment of ours. 


In spite of all the hardship imposed on the families 
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that do not send their children to the Communist dedi- 
cation, the Christian confirmation is a very notable 
event, more notable than it was some 20 years ago. It is 
true that the number of those attending confirmation 
classes has become smaller, yet it is still big enough to 
be a source of embarrassment to the men in power. And 
what is more bewildering to the Communist rulers is 
the fact that the two initiative functions of the Church, 
baptism and confirmation, have become real factors in 
the process of rethinking the whole of man’s life in the 
light of the Bible. This process of rethinking and re- 
lating the perplexities of life to God’s design, as we 
have it in the Bible, is just as quiet and firm as it is 
consistent in its loyal approach to the eternal will of 
God. In a totalitarian climate, the Christian witness 
is seldom ostentatious. Even the kind of martyrdom 
which pastors and Christian laymen are suffering is 
in most cases a quiet one. And yet there prevails in 
many Christian communities an outlook of patience 
and serenity, baffling and bewildering to the promoters 
of total world revolution and yet recalling rather strik- 
ingly the “patience and faith of the saints” praised in 
the Revelation of St. John. 


GOD'S LIVING WORD 


People looking closely at the totalitarian way of life, 
see that the life of the “new creation” set forth in the 
Bible is a very precious gift, utterly unlike what the 
advocates of World Revolution defined as the new life. 
The real transformation of human life conditions, the 
change of the earth to the better, springs from a crea- 
tive and divine initiative only. However complicated 
the tensions of a secular society may seem to grow, the 
Bible reminds us more than once that “the Lord will 
fight for you, and you shall be quiet in holding your 
peace!” 

He who would have us to consider the lilies of 
the field, how they grow without toiling, calls us to 
remember that our abiding strength lies not in com- 
peting with the standards and methods of the surround- 
ing world, but in quietness and confidence firmly 
founded on the given oneness with Him who loved 
us first and who called us first. He who is love is by 
no means diverted from his saving intent by the frantic 
efforts of estranged creatures given to vile affections 
and, as a consequence of their willful estrangement, 
abandoned by God himself to revolting practices of 
dishonouring their lives among themselves. These say- 
ings of the Bible have come to life again in our time 
of trial and testing. If it is true that we be dead with 
Christ, we shall also live with him in our times of trial 
and testing. And here I should like to prove my third 
point: In the utter darkness of a world estranged from 
the saving God, his word has become relevant again; 
the living Bible has become the source of new hope. 
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The new hope did not originate from our own insight, 
rather it has emerged from the amount of reality which 
is the major impact of God’s Holy Writ. Where in- 
justice prevailed, where, for instance, the Communist 
rulers would demand preferential verdicts on members 
of the Communist party over against trespassers not 
belonging to the party, we proclaimed the voice of the 
righteous Lord who is said in the Bible to be no re- 
specter of persons. Where the new officers of the 
Communist armed forces made hatred for people of 
other conviction the main condition of both political 
and military action, we put on the helmet of salvation 
and the sword of the spirit which is ultimately a spirit 
of charity and forgiveness. Through the living words 
of the Bible, we became indeed protected by the shield 
of faith and enabled to quench the fiery darts of the 
wicked. This is how we were reassured that it is a 
mighty weapon that helps us in the fight for life. 

The fight begins early: Those who make their de- 
cisions for baptism and Christian confirmation are fac- 
ing the lot of the underprivileged; it is also a revealing 
fact that many young people are only too glad to get 
away from the rigid drive of a drab uniform life where 
there is no possibility of fulfillment, no proper place 
for the individual, no challenge to the person nor any 
chance to live up to an inherited standard of decency. 
Like a hidden treasure, the impact of the Bible has 
come alive with an enriching power. In a way utterly 
unknown at a time when I was a junior, the young 
Christians of East Germany, the members of our 
“Junge Gemeinde,” are coming together to study the 
Old and New Testaments through careful exposition, 
but also in a very practical way. As they sit down to 
re-evaluate themselves in the light of the Gospel, they 
feel bound to find new methods for representing the 
living Christ in their daily lives. Often they begin 
their evening hours of fellowship with a common read- 
ing of the weekly Psalm in the Christian year. They 
have become greatly aware that the man Jesus Christ, 
“to whom no affliction, no suffering is alien,” is pray- 
ing the Psalter through the mouth of his Church. So 
they pray in Christ’s name; they pray not merely from 
the natural cravings of their human heart; they pray 
in the manhood put on by Christ. Even if one verse 
of a Psalm is not subjectively one’s prayer, it is still 
the prayer of some other member in the fellowship of 
the faithful. 

As our young Christians act in this corporate way, 
they act in obedience; they act in the name of Christ, 
and their prayer falls within the promise that it will be 
heard. Joining in with the biblical prayer of Christ, 
their responses are reaching the ears of God, and it is 
their experience already that the risen Christ has be- 
come their intercessor. They are also much aware that 
in their witness to the outside world, their own words 
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and even their innermost feelings are apt to fail quickly. 
In an agonized world, they have learned to realize that 
they can render no effective help to a human being 
entangled in this dying world if they do not bring 
from the household of God the treasures new and old, 
speaking out of the abundance of God’s Word the 
wealth of directions, admonitions, and consolations 
placed upon record as landmarks resplendent and re- 
ascendent on the road towards freedom and fulfillment. 
It is here that a new sense of neighborly responsibility 
is reawakening. In an area where the human mind is 
involved in a battle of life and death, the Bible is sel- 
dom if ever read for private purposes of a merely pious 
edification. The corporate reader of God's universal 
design is able to discern the social implications of that 
design. The voicing of the Father's appeal enables 
the faithful listener to find out his own part in His 
vast purpose. The vastness and greatness of his purpose 
becomes evident in a battlefield where the souls of 
many are perishing, and lives are doomed to disinte- 
grate. It is here that the challenge of God's saving 
voice is presented in a life-saving action, an action by 
men conscious of being fellow-laborers with God, how- 
ever few in number. Their apprehension of God's 
holy writ is a blessing which they no longer fail to 
appreciate. They can hear the urgency of God's im- 
perative call, “As I live, says the Lord, I have no pleas- 
ure in the death of the wicked, but that he may turn 
from the broad way of destruction. Turn back, turn 
back from your evil ways! For why will you die, O 
House of Israel?” 


THE WHIM OF THE USURPER 


The multitude of those who belong to the people of 
God is great, and the responsibility for all those who 
were baptized into the Church Universal through 
God’s prevenient grace cannot be taken away at the 
whim of alien usurpers. In a world raging with death, 
we cannot afford to shut ourselves up in an ivory tower. 
When the Communists came out with their recent 
proposals for an all-German settlement, this in fact was 
one of their subtle suggestions, that freedom of liturgy 
and worship should be provided for within the limits 
of some sacred ghetto. It is the kind of assignment 
which they accorded to the Orthodox church in Russia 
which has always been a community stressing the 
inside life rather than her mission to the world. But 
the Church in East Germany is a Protestant Church, 
and as a Protestant Church of the Reformation it is a 
Church existing alone on the Bible as the living Word 
of the living God. Fortified by his presence alone, a 
new generation of people living with the Bible is a 
Protestant generation in the true historic sense of that 
word; if it is a community suffering from untold hard- 
ships, it is yet a Church (Continued on page 23) 
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CHRISTIANITY TODAY 


Psychology and Pastoral Care 


JOHANNES D. PLEKKER 


Ta the minister is taking a closer look at the 
potential area of cooperation between pastor and 
psychiatrist, religion and mental health. Organizations 
and conferences formed to implement cooperation 
have greatly benefited the participants. 


EXPERIENCE INSPIRES REAPPRAISAL 


Demand for working unity arose for several reasons. 
As the pastor moved among his people, he felt a need 
to become more conversant with the complexities of 
human nature. Even as a seminarian, he had had 
trepidations about the practical features of pastoral 
duties. Later he surmised that his theological training 
had not fully prepared him to meet the crises of con- 
gregational life. In visiting the sick and sorrowing, he 
sensed at times that his approach was inappropriate 
and often less than assuring. 

The minister also became uncomfortable about the 
attitude of mild disdain toward him, occasionally ex- 
pressed by students of psychology or other scientists. 
Although he resented this attitude, he suspected that 
if properly applied and integrated, contributions from 
the field of psychology might be useful in his own 
work, Some ministers rejected that idea as so much 
modern sentimentality, while others, in their enthusi- 
asm for the new look, elevated psychology above the- 
ology. The majority, however, were instinctively drawn 
to new perspectives that would increase the effective- 
ness of their pastoral work and enlarge their role as 
ministers of reconciliation. 

The need for a wider understanding of human func- 
tioning was evident also in other areas of social rela- 
tionships. At one time child training, formal educa- 
tion, penology, and industrial relations were marked 
by a flavor of retaliation against obvious, conscious mis- 
behavior, rather than by a realization of complex moti- 
vations contributing to it. Today progress has been 
made in these fields, but there is still room for further 
investigation and deeper knowledge. 

Objections have been raised as to the inroads which 


Johannes D. Plekker, M.D., is a psychiatrist at Pine Rest 
Sanitarium, Grand Rapids. A graduate of the University of 
Michigan and the Wayne University Medical School, he 
has lectured for University of Michigan extension courses. 


psychology has made in the study of religion, and many 
have expressed fear that the former discipline might 
displace the principal pastoral prerogatives of authority. 
Intelligent application of psychology, however, does 
not minimize the stark reality of sin, nor ascribe all 
misconduct to “sickness,” nor rule out the importance 
of personal responsibility, nor supplant scriptural au- 
thority. It is no substitute for the work of the ministry, 
but can be an enriching supplement to it. Any under- 
standing of patterns of action and behavior will make 
pastoral care more effective. 

The pastor does not have to become an expert in 
human personality or acquire a detailed knowledge of 
mental and emotional aberration. Neither does a psy- 
chologist have to aspire to be a teacher in Christian 
faith and living. The pastor remains a minister of 
spiritual reconciliation, and his calling requires him to 
enter often into the lives of his people, both to share 
their heartaches and appreciate their deepest needs 
and aspirations. 


‘PERSONALITY’ AND ‘PERSON’ 


As the pastor encounters mental and emotional dis- 
orders, and also patterns of antisocial conduct, he can 
evaluate them only in the broader perspective of the 
whole personality. The personality operates as a unit, 
and a disturbance in one aspect decisively affects all. 

A distinction must be made between “person” and 
“personality.” The person, the unity of body and soul, 
is a mystery beyond scientific search. However, man’s 
personality is decidedly an object of philosophical re- 
flection and scientific study. It is a product of consti- 
tutional endowments and propensities, and its character 
structure has developed in and through interpersonal 
relationships. The interaction of propensities and 
characteristics causes the personality to be in a constant 
state of flux, either growing or regressing. Like a prism, 
its facets determine its brilliance or dullness. 


EMOTIONS MOLD THE CHILD 


Child psychology is a broad and fruitful field of study 
because the emotions bear heavily upon the develop- 
ment of personality. The impact of emotions is most 
evident in the impressionable and pliable infant and 
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child. The child derives his attitudes, feelings, senti- 
ments, desires, and inclinations largely from the atmos- 
phere of the home. Parental friction, anger, disparage- 
ment, and rejection (of which “oversmothering” is one 
form) almost invariably arouse emotional reactions that 
cripple the growth of his personality. Poisons of fear, 
distrust, and rebellion infuse his character. 

Conversely, the glow of personal warmth, firm and 
consistent guidance, enduring love and support culti- 
vate a self-dignity that promotes sociality and a life of 
service. One who receives such loving interest is able 
to love others because he accepts himself. His inner 
unity and security stimulate physical well-being, intel- 
lectual expansion, moral conviction, social skill, voli- 
tional decisiveness, and spiritual strength. Early emo- 
tional experiences will have vibrant repercussions in 
his adult life, even though their effects may be modi- 
fied and revised by later influences. 

The spiritual harmony of the adults about him sig- 
nificantly sets the emotional tone of the child’s per- 
sonality. Through the eyes of his parents, he sees life 
and adopts their conception of God. After all, it is his 
parents who constitute his whole universe. He draws 
his strength from them to grapple with a strange and 
often threatening world. His growing love and trust 
readily appropriate the spiritual dimension of love for 
God if he sees evidence of this in his parents. On the 
other hand, resentment and distrust can blind him to 
the existence and possibility of this spiritual relation. 
In later life, he may project his rebellion against all 
figures of authority. While bitterness and fear are 
dominant in his nature, God will remain to him an 
object to defy. 

The pastor will do well, then, to look behind the 
scene and note motivations that have arisen from con- 
flicting experiences and meaningful events in a person’s 
earlier life. Current stresses and strains also have a 
bearing on one’s attitudes, but they are more likely 
to act as aggravating factors that tip the balance and 
bring inner turmoil to the surface. Each problem of 
alcoholism, marital discord, social deviation, moral de- 
linquency, and spiritual laxity has its own unique back- 
ground, and any lack of positive response to pastoral 
ministrations may be rooted in the person’s emotional 
distortion as well as to willful indifference or antago- 
nism. Such an individual, therefore, cannot be ex- 
pected to change his ways by means of superficial, 
meaningless counseling. 


ESTRANGEMENT AND DISCIPLINE 


There are times when a pastor is required to take 
official action with a member who shows no outward 
sign of repentance. In these circumstances, let him 
ask whether the individual has willfully hardened his 


heart or is being carried downstream by a force 
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beyond his control? In many instances, there is no 
simple answer. A Christian does well to recognize that 
the disruptive forces of sin are constantly at work, and 
they express themselves in conscious defiance and dis 
obedience. But that sin also manifests itself subjec 
tively in inner isolation and estrangement is not so 
easily recognized. 

Any disunity separates man from himself, his neigh 
bor, and God. Fortunately, a state of disorganization 
in human life can be sufficiently modified for a while 
by the healing power of human love, and the recipient 
of such love may enjoy an adequate degree of personal 
unity. However, any deprivation of this love will re- 
vive and intensify the desolation of his former dilemma, 
and will in turn show up the basic anxiety and dis- 
turbance in the social relationships of the individual. 
Thus, in a sense, every personality breakdown is a 
sign of distress, a cry for help, an attempt to restore 
inner unity and safety. In the face of such perplexities, 
the pastor should proceed with a caution consonant 
with charity and patience. 


NO CURE WITHOUT DEPTH 


The apparent paradoxes of human reactions may be 
clarified by an analysis of specific situations. Marital 
discord is often a sign of personality imbalance in which 
one partner or both may possess insufficient resources 
to establish marital bond. Responsibilities in married 
life lead to further sapping of strength and result in 
bickering and recriminations which subsequently be- 
come more violent and culminate in threats of divorce. 
Fear of separation and isolation causes one or the 
other to grasp feverishly at a tenuous hold on himself, 
and in so doing he defends himself against the on- 
slaughts of that fear by relating his turmoil to current 
incidents of money, sexual incompatibility, rivalry for 
the children’s affections, or the attentions of a third 
person. These outward disagreements are usually the 
complaints presented to the pastor who may be able 
to smooth them over temporarily. But if the deeper 
ramifications of the family trouble have been left un 
touched, they are certain to recur in full force. 

Similarly, the alcoholic seeks the release of his in- 
hibitions to overcome his feelings of dependence and 
resentment. He needs desperately to function at a 
mature level but realizes only his inability to attain to 
it. He seeks in alcohol a way to conquer the deficiency 
he cannot define. As the effect of alcohol proves to be 
only an illusion, he increasingly loses the esteem he 
set out to find, and any appeal to his will to stop 
drinking is fruitless because of his inherent inability 
to exercise it. 

By being aware of the vagaries of human motiva- 
tion, the pastor can lighten the social pressure of stigma 
and fear of contamination that it so often placed on 




















November 9, 1959 


people in distress. His forthright, calm handling of 
personal problems will cause parishioners to value his 
understanding and feel more free to consult him in the 
earlier phases of their personal or family problems. He 
may enter his people’s homes whenever it appears neces- 
sary; and, if he is alert to incipient forms of trouble, 
he can possibly nip the serious disturbance in the bud. 


A WISE COUNSELOR 


In conference the parishioner may be strangely silent, 
or he may, conversely, engage in extensive circumlocu- 
tion in order to evade the core of his problem. The 
careful pastor will respect these sensitivities as pro- 
tective measures against painful and shameful reve- 
lations. Because they also give clues to the direction 
and extent of the person’s difficulty, he will excel in 
the art of skillful listening and evaluation, avoiding as 
much as possible the introduction of premature or 
extraneous interpretations to the specific situation. 
Another conferee may speak volubly of intimate 
affairs to implicate the pastor personally and gain favor 


I have never sensed any conflict between my _prac- 
tice of psychiatry and belief in God. My chosen 
topic is “Christianity and Psychiatry” because it is far 
easier to correlate psychiatry with Christianity than 
with religion in general. Religion has so many mean- 
ings. There is the biblical one: “Pure religion and 
undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit 
the fatherless and widows in their afflictions, and to 
keep himself unspotted from the world” (Jas. 1:27). 
There are of course dictionary definitions as well as 
others. But Christianity “is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth” (Rom. 1:16). 
It is a dynamic, forceful, constructive power that comes 
into our lives as the result of a contract between us 
and God. The terms of this contract include the under- 
standing that we are powerless over sin . . . that our 
lives have become unmanageable and that in simple 
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for himself. Still another may touch unwittingly on 
certain propensities within the pastor, to which the 
latter may raise his own defenses for maintaining his 
emotional balance and respond with coolness or ex- 
cessive sympathy. In cases where the rapport is likely 
to suffer, the pastor may be called upon to evaluate 
his own emotional status. 

Finally, the pastor may become discouraged when 
the resolution of a particular problem is delayed or 
unattained. However, such an outcome must not be 
regarded as failure on his part, for it usually is an 
indication that the problem lies outside of his sphere 
of activities. He is justified, in cases of this nature, in 
seeking assistance from qualified persons in the com- 
munity. A working relationship with mental health 
clinics or other community health organizations is both 
useful and essential in the discharge of his pastoral 
duties. In fact, it is good insurance for the preservation 
of his own sanity, for in his position, he cannot escape 
the claims people lay on him in almost every con- 


tingency. END 


PETERSON 





childlike faith in God we come to believe in the power 
of an infinite God bringing us salvation, eternal life— 
life after death. 

This is a reality principle, a principle which recog- 
nizes the need for modification according to the require- 
ments of external reality. For example, instinctual 
strivings may be modified in their expression accord- 
ing to the reality principle (The Neuroses in Clinical 
Practice, Henry P. Laughlin, M.D., p. 735). As such, 
this principle takes us out of the realm of psychiatry 
and out of conflict with it. It is, therefore, all the more 
necessary that we correlate the two. 


PSYCHOLOGICAL IMPACTS 


Psychiatry is the art and science of dealing with man’s 
emotions, feelings, and the things that have a psycho- 
logical impact. A Psychiatric Glossary defines it this 
way: Psychiatry is “the medical science which deals 
with the origin, diagnosis, prevention, and treatment 
of emotional illness and a social behavior.” 

When a man’s feelings and fantasies depart from 
reality and he does not know it, we have an emotionally 
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sick person known as a psychotic. If, on the other 
hand, emotional conflicts are internalized, they may be 
expressed in physical symptoms such as colitis, peptic 
ulcer, asthma, hypertension (high blood pressure), 
fatigue states, allergies, and so on. Where the etiology 
is not clear and there is a strong emotional component, 
such conditions often indicate a psychophysiologic or 
psychosomatic illness. The word psychosomatic is an 
adjective denoting the constant and inseparable inter- 
action of the psyche (mind) and the soma (body). It 
is most commonly used to refer to illnesses in which 
the manifestations are primarily physical with at least 

a partial emotional etiology. 

Such symptoms, although purely functional, may 
imitate almost any type of illness or may be combined 
with a real one. (I do not say that these symptoms 
could not also be organic in origin or have a large 
organic component.) A psychiatrist must be a medical 
doctor in order to understand and treat the basic under- 
lying cause of an illness and not just the symptom. The 
psychiatrically-oriented general practitioner, internist, 
or other specialist will refer his patients to the psychia- 
trist for treatment of the emotional component. The 
psychiatrist, in turn, calls in the appropriate specialist 
or family doctor to handle the organic aspect of an 
emotional illness. 

There is a third type of emotional illness that should 
be mentioned and that is the intrapsychic conflict, the 
intrapersonal one. (The psychotic’s conflicts are exter- 
nal or interpersonal in his relation to the real world 
about him.) This type of illness is exhibited by anxie- 
ties, phobias, hysteria, asthenic states and the like, and 
is known as a neurosis or psychoneurosis. This may be 
defined as an emotional maladaptation due to unre- 
solved unconscious conflicts. . A neurotic illness 
represents the attempted resolution of unconscious 
emotional conflicts in a manner that handicaps the 
effectiveness of a person in living” (A Psychiatric Glos- 
sary, p. 29). Such an illness should be treated as real, 
just as one treats tuberculosis, diabetes, cancer, or 
measles, and is as much in need of care as a broken leg. 
There are other categories of emotional illnesses which 
we may call the so-called disorders of personality, char- 
acter disorders, situational and organic brain disorders. 


INTRAPERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS 


A definite relationship exists between the physical and 
emotional. Should one ask what this had to do with 
Christianity, I would say that if we consider interper- 
sonal relations as a beam of light broken up into a 
hroad spectrum, we find the emotional aspects in one 
sector and the spiritual in another. 

There is the soma—the organic, biological part which 
is man in relation to his physical environment. And 
there is the spiritual—man in relation to his Creator 
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and eternity (through the Logos, Christ, God’s Word 
to us in terms of one who was both God and man). 
Then there is the psyche or the ego which is that part 
of a person that says “I will,” “I do,” “I did.” It serves 
to make peace between the soma and the spirit, be- 
tween the | want and the you can't. The Apostle Paul 
expressed it very aptly: “For the good that I would | 
do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do... 
when I would do good, evil is present with me” (Rom. 
7:19, 21). If we really get any place in life, the ego 
must speak up and say, “you must, you will,” in terms 
of his values and the steps leading to his goals. 

That we have a physical body which relates to a 
physical world is certainly a reality, and this part of 
us is the province of the physician. But that there is a 
corresponding component, the spirit, which must relate 
to God, is also reality. This is the minister's province. 
The sector of spectrum between these two realities, the 
physical and spiritual, is the sphere of the psychiatrist. 
There is so much to be done by these three professions 
that there should never be any conflict or competition. 


CHRISTIAN AID TO PSYCHIATRY 


Now let us look at some of the similarities between 
the philosophy of psychiatry and the message of Christ 
in Christianity. 

First, there is the stress upon the importance of the 
individual. All people have an inferiority complex, 
though in some it is buried so far beneath a compen 
satory superiority complex that it may be unrecognized. 
We are afraid that we do not measure up, that we are 
not “as good as the next one,” that we do not live up 
to what our parents expected of us, that our children 
might be ashamed of us. We know that we are not 
perfect and that we cannot be perfect, yet we are ever 
attempting to be so. We may know that we are superior 
in many ways to the person we are in competition with, 
yet be distraught over the one or two things which 
we feel do not “measure up.” Our realistic qualities 
and perhaps superiorities give us no comfort. 

Our hardest taskmaster is our self. The need for 
perfection is a very important factor in the production 
of our anxieties, worries, and discomforts. It is one of 
the greatest obstacles to the development of a healthy 
self-image. We can accept intellectually that it is im- 
possible to be perfect on our own, yet constantly be 
trying to achieve that on an unconscious level. 

This is a very negative approach to life because we 
can measure our success only in terms of how far short 
we fall. We never really achieve the perfect. Fortu- 
nately, the minister can show that perfection with God, 
where it is really needed, is available to all by imputa- 
tion “if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord 
from the dead” (Rom. 4:24). How much better and 
more practical it is that we do the best we can with 
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what we have today, try to improve tomorrow, and 
leave perfection to heaven and God. 

This negative feeling about one’s self is one of the 
first things the psychiatrist has to deal with in helping 
the individual. He must appreciate his importance to 
himself, that he has rights and privileges as well as re- 
sponsibilities and obligations. In the interest of his own 
health, as well as that of others, it is important that 
he exercise his rights, realize his opportunities, and 
learn how to capitalize upon them. Next, he must learn 
how important he is to other people—what it would 
mean in the lives of those around him if he were sud- 
denly taken out of the picture. This technique is known 
as strengthening the ego. 

The matter of self-importance has a parallel in God’s 
dealing with man. The Bible teaches that man is im- 
portant to God. What can be more strengthening to 
the ego, or help a person appreciate himself more, than 
a recognition of the desire of the Infinite for fellow- 
ship with man? The fact that God is seeking man is 
one of the main themes of Holy Scripture. John 3:16 
expresses this in clearest terms: “For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” This truth strengthens a man 
and enhances his realistic self-importance as no psy- 
chiatrist can do. 

Now a second step in the work of the psychiatrist is 
to help the individual accept the realities of life, the 
things that cannot be changed. This saves one from 
“beating his brains out against a stone wall.” The 
psychic and physical energies thus saved from dissipa- 
tion in the hopeless attempt of denying reality may be 
utilized in changing what can be changed. This means 
giving up a negative, hopeless way of life for a positive, 
dynamic, fruitful, constructive approach that will im- 
prove one’s situation so he can get at least some of the 
needed or wanted things of life. 

Now let us apply this to what we find in the Word 
of God. First, note the hopelessness of our condition 
as we stand before God, and how this is reflected in 
our relations to our fellow men. Then in Romans 3:10 
and 23 we read: “There is none righteous, no not one. 
.. . All have sinned and come short of the glory of 
God.” Many other references in the Bible point to 
this same hopeless inability on the part of man to relate 
to God. The contract for our salvation is stated in clear 
and specific terms in Romans 10:9: “. . . if thou shalt 
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt be- 
lieve in thine heart that God hath raised him from the 
dead, thou shalt be saved.” 

The purpose of the contract for man is to be saved, 
to be restored to fellowship with God. The two con- 
ditions by which this contract can be made effective are 
1. confessing Jesus as Lord, and 2. believing in the 
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heart that God hath raised him from the dead. The 
completion of these two steps establishes the contract 
with God and one becomes a child of God. 

Thus we accept what we cannot change about our- 
selves (but God can); we have the courage to change 
what we can after accepting the unearned gift of God, 
eternal life; our relationship with God is changed, and 
we thank God for giving us the wisdom to know what 
we truly are. 

It is as important to be realistic spiritually as it is 
to be realistic psychiatrically or materially in everyday 
life. The minister helps his parishioners to be realistic 
about eternity and about moral values. The psychia- 
trist assists those who come to him in becoming realistic 
about everyday life, relationships to one’s fellow man, 
and with one’s self. 


THE INTERPERSONAL WORLD 


Today the world is looking for new experiences. Men 
seek horror movies, supersonic speeds, and make inter- 
planetary plans and phantasies; and on every hand we 
note an increasing crime rate, alcohol consumption, 
highway carnage, and a tendency to marry in haste 
and repent at leisure. Yet this is my experience, that 
there is still nothing so rewarding as the basic relation- 
ship of the garden of Eden—the I-Thou relation of 
man to woman, and man to God. What emotional in- 
vestments pay greater dividends than a sharing of 
mutual experiences, feelings, hopes, ambitions, and 
desires between two personalities? I find John 1:12 
(“As many as received him, to them gave he power to 
become children of God”) the threshold to the most 
wonderful experience of all—fellowship with the living 
God. 

One may ask, Is this psychiatry or theology? Of 
course this is theology, but the realization of implica- 
tions can be greatly enhanced by psychiatry because 
of the relationship between two personalities. It is the 
province of psychiatry to increase the understanding 
and enjoyment of healthy interpersonal relationships, 
and it is by the same principle that we accept God 
into similar relationship. 

Our ability to make an emotional investment in 
other personalities is one of the best indications of 
emotional growth. To do this we must have self- 
knowledge, self-control, and the ability to accept the 
possibility of being hurt. 

Another of the important points of interpersonal 
relationships is that of meeting another person's need. 
This does not mean treating everybody alike, as parents 
sometimes do with their children. Parents may feel 
they have done their duty by doing or buying the same 
thing for each child. But they fail in their efforts 
because each child’s needs are different. The needs must 
be met equally, and this is a much harder requirement. 


[95] 1] 





CHRISTIANITY TODAY 


In our interpersonal relationships, we can greatly 
increase our own reward if we stop to think, “What 
is this person saying? What does he really mean? 
What is his need?” Could we not say that Christianity 
obliges believers in the Lord Jesus to help meet the 
needs of men, materially, socially, and emotionally, and 
where possible to prove a genuine interest in a neigh- 
bor’s spiritual needs, the most important of all? 

One more important consideration with regard to 
interpersonal relations is the matter of limits. We tend 
to think of a limit as something that stops, curtails, or 
prevents our enjoy ment of life. Actually the reverse is 
true. Would we not easier accept limits if we realized 
that they were of the category of railings on the stair- 
way, Cc ible at the precipice’s edge, guard rail along the 
road bank, or warning gates at the railroad crossing— 
something to keep us out of trouble, from getting hurt, 
actually for our own best interests? 

It is in this area, perhaps, that we become most aware 
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of God's love and care. God has given us a conscience 
and moral values and has cautioned us against violating 
his principles. He does not do this to curtail our en- 
joyment of life, but rather to prevent us from indulg- 
ing in indiscretions, pitfalls, and catastrophies which 
would cripple us or load us up with guilt. 

A psychiatrist’s task is to help people understand 
the meaning and use of limits. This understanding is 
essential to developing interpersonal relationships that 
are rewarding, that avoid difficulties, and make progress 
toward maturity, effective living, and personal satis- 
faction. Is not this the job that each of us faces in his 
own personal life? 

We may correlate Christianity and psychiatry then 
in this way: the psychiatrist helps us to know and 
understand ourselves and better relate to one another, 
and the minister guides us to better knowledge of 
almighty God and our relationship to him as heavenly 
Father. END 


Crucifixion of the Pastor 


ROBERT JAMES ST. CLAIR 


; is surprising that we have come so far in applying 
the vital insights of psychology to counseling, and 
yet have neglected their application to urgent, day-to- 
day problems of church administration. In McCormick 
Speaking (Oct. 1958), Dr. Leonard J. Trinterud aptly 
describes the strain under which pastors break as they 
undertake too many tasks and feel the whiplash of an 
Richard K. Morton, in 


“Our Demanding Laity” (Curistianrry Topay, Sept. 


expectant membership. 


15, 1958), noted the mounting demands made upon 
the pastor and the criticism that follows every failure. 

Protestantism’s strength is the doctrine of the priest- 
The Church is the body of Christ. 
Her strength is equal to the layman’s submission to the 
Holy Spirit indwelling his soul, and his obedience to 
the Spirit's directives revealed through the ministry of 
the Word and His word through the corporate body. 
The nd in His name ponynneian, teaches, evange- 


hood of believers. 
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lizes, heals, and shows compassion to all mankind. 

The Church, however, is also an organization of 
churches as well as a living organism. The same lay- 
men who direct the church’s affairs also pay the min- 
ister’s salary and must sanction his program. The 
pastor and ‘board members are engulfed in a sea of 
complex relationships while through it all, or despite 
it all, the unity of the Holy Spirit in the bond of peace 
must be preserved so that the Church can evangelize 
the world, and so that His body with one heart may 
confront the evil of this day. 


THE WAVES OF GOSSIP 


The simple truth is that our pastors must expend so 
much time and energy in the heartbreaking game of 
“playing house” with local church members that their 
prophetic role based upon submission to the authority 
of Christ and profound study of the Word of God is 
rapidly being neglected. Their call originally led to 
the field of preaching and ministering. But they have 
come to discover that the path has detours through a 
jungle of administrative demands, church politics, and 
the very struggle for survival against waves of gossip 
and entrenched vested interests. It may well be that 
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the success of Protestant Christianity in America will 
not be determined in the field of theology but in the 
courageous handling of church administration. 

Part of the problem arises from the lack of spiritual 
growth and vitality in Protestantism in the past 10 
years. Basic factors, however, involve the psychic dy- 
namics in certain critical interpersonal relationships. 
The one crying out for urgent attention is that of the 


righteous-vindictive personality who is a key factor in 
church administration. 


THE PASTOR AND PHARISEES 


One of the strangest phenomena of modern religious 
life is that so little study is granted to the interpersonal 
cancer that rears its symptoms on almost every page of 
the New Testament and in relation to the crucified 
Christ. The friction between pastor and vindictive 
pharisaism is at work in almost every church I know of 
and has been responsible for the catastrophic break- 
down of pastors and the division of congregations. Its 
essence is this friction which is tending to bleed Protes- 
tant effectiveness and which has broken the spirit of 
many ministers. 

It is unusual historically that these dynamics were 
structuralized in an entire sect—the Pharisees. In an 
age of anxiety, frustration, and spiritual decline the 
“separated ones” gained pseudo-security through an 
idealized image of themselves as examples of perfection 
and saviours of the Law. They lived in a false little 
world of their own making, and Jesus of Nazareth 
pierced through it, calling them to the real world of 
God and demanding they renounce by repentance the 
false world of idolatry and pride. The hostility of the 
Pharisees knew no bounds. The compulsive nature of 
their vindictiveness was all too evident. Nothing less 
than crucifixion could restore their position. Many a 
young minister today wonders whether he should be 
crucified in silence like Jesus, or, like Paul, make his 
appeal to denominational caesars and defend himself 
every inch of the way. 

It seems to the writer that no modern psychologist 
has analyzed the character neurosis of this personality 
“type” with the perspicacity of Dr. Karen Horney. 
Her major works Our Inner Conflicts, and Neurosis 
and Human Growth should be required reading for 
everyone involved in the work of church administration. 

Dr. Horney speaks of a “trend” in personality called 
the striving for superiority through power and prestige. 
One facet is the leaning toward neurotic self-righteous- 
ness, perfection, and vindictiveness. Consider the small 
church with its self-righteous, proud, extremely re- 
ligious woman. She rules the church with the iron 
hand of a benevolent monarch. She remains in the 
smaller church with a limited number of capable lead- 
ers where she reigns as a grand frog in a smaller pond. 
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Consider the most prominent businessman and lead- 
ing elder in our churches. Churches attract the “expan- 
sive’ (Horney) and vindictive personality as honey 
attracts bees. Through the psychic guise of self-right- 
eousness and spirituality this type works himself to 
death achieving an exalted position in church life. His 
world revolves on an axis of defensive pride. This pride 
is like a band holding together a whole system of ideas 
and attitudes which constitute the self-image of 
superior intellect, superior spirituality, and so forth. 
There are fears of retaliation and this expansive person 
tends to dictate in “humility,” and thinks of himself 
as the true power behind the lesser powers. Should the 
pastor contravene any opinion of his or run counter 
to his directives, then the matter becomes one of life 
and death to restore the false self-image through assault- 
ing the work and character of the minister. But because 
he is ostensibly “guided by the Spirit” he hopes to 
avoid the retribution of the targets of his vindictiveness. 
He can, therefore, do all for “love” without being loved 
or loving. He can appear to be selfless while hating the 
true self, and can be outwardly humble and inwardly 
sadistic in supposed defense of some time-honored doc- 
trine or church procedure. The church offers a suitable 
environment for the flourishing of these contradictory 
trends. 

It is only through an understanding of the com- 
pulsive nature of this psychic structure that we see why 
its punitive labor continues for years. Preaching from 
the Sermon on the Mount apparently does not thrust 
through the defensive core, and the vindictive per- 
sonality has no intention of forgetting an insult, real 
or imagined. Dr. Horney puts it this way in her 
Neurosis and Human Growth (p. 201): 

Partly he justifies his claims by his superior qualities, which 
in his mind are his better knowledge, “wisdom,” and foresight. 
More specifically, his claims are demands for retribution for 
injury done. In order to solidify this basis for claims he must, 
as it were, treasure and keep alive injuries received, 
whether ancient or recent. He may compare himself to the 
elephant who never forgets. What he does not realize is his 
vital interest in not forgetting slights, since in his imagina- 
tion they are the bill to present to the world. Both the need 
to justify his claims and his responses to their frustration 


work like vicious circles, supplying constant fuel to his vin- 
dictiveness. 


This malignant spirit passes from one or two of the 
most influential persons through the ranks of friends 
and associates. If the pastor has iron nerves, and if the 
church manages to prosper despite this sniping, the 
vengeful persons may fade as righteous martyrs. If 
the work is small and static, the sniping continues and 
woe to the shepherd who makes the slightest slip in 
conduct or judgment. It is at this point that the sub- 
conscious trends in the pastor will either cause him to 
resign his church or explode in defensive retribution. 
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In the chapter entitled “The Second Year Is the 
Hardest” of A Man Called Peter, a beautiful account is 
portrayed of a very human but deeply spiritual man who 
weathered the storm while his church grew in spirit 
and numbers. If the pastor does not bring neurotic 
trends to conflagration by his own desires to domineer, 
and if the church is growing, opportunities are afforded 
through counseling, group prayer, cell meetings, and 
church activities for the Spirit of God to stimulate self- 
acceptance and joyful rapport among the membership. 
This necessitates work, patience, and some anxiety on 
the pastor's part, but this is part of his labor for Christ. 
He can expect this. The scars on Paul’s soul and body 
attested to his artificial compassion for the wayward 
saints and those of his churches who rebelled against 
his ministry. He said that “. . . in my flesh I complete 
what is lacking in Christ's afflictions for the sake of 
his body, that is, the Church” (Col. 1:24 RSV). 

Dealing with neurotic vindictiveness, however, is a 
more subtle and complex problem because it usually 
is the real key in understanding the rigid behavior, 
gossipy and vengeful criticisms evidenced by otherwise 
highly moral and important pillars of the church. It 
must be dealt with because it accounts for the storm 
that inevitably engulfs many courageous, progressive, 
and forward-looking pastors. And it most often issues 
from the very persons who have it in their power to 
jeopardize a Christ-directed ministry by wielding their 
wide personal influence and their ecclesiastical author- 
ity against the minister himself. 

A further tragedy is that unseasoned young men 
fresh from seminary sometimes find their first church 
an inner-city work wherein young married couples 
move to the suburbs while the hard core of older mem- 
bers remain a hotbed of rigid and defensive self-satis- 
faction. 

This situation places a great strain on seminary 
curriculums for better testing and counseling of stu- 
dents. “The Advancement of Theological Education,” 
1957, Niebuhr, Williams and Gustafson, reviews work 
accomplished in this field within the seminaries. It is 
important that the student know himself and be con- 
fronted with his self-image as determined by projective 
techniques, as opposed to paper and pencil question- 
naires. Moreover, psychodrama and lectures by minis- 
ters trained in psychology are aiding students to analyze 
objectively the factors inherent in the give and take of 
board meetings, personal antagonisms, and factions. 


THE PASTOR'S MINISTER 


After the pastor is installed, to whom can he turn if 
this vindictive storm should back the effectiveness of 
his ministry against the wall? 

Our ministers need pastors of their own. Every de- 
nominational area encompassing 50 to 100 ministers 
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should be able to support one ordained executive, 
trained in psychology, whose task it would be to shep- 
herd the shepherds of the flock. I fear many ministers 
do not feel they can go to executives who are weighted 
down with the responsibilities of administering a 
smooth functioning convention, diocese, or presbytery. 
In some cases the smug and political coarseness of some 
denominational executives in dealing with pastors of 
stormy churches is nothing short of disgraceful. This 
in itself contributes largely to the disillusionment that 
motivates many harassed men to leave the ministry and 
seek secular employment. 

Just as important as individual counselling would 
be the recommendations which district pastors could 
provide the clerical authorities based on an accurate 
comprehension of church discord. In some cases pas- 
tors need abundant grace from Christ himself to lead 
a church to strength and unity. Where neurotic per- 
sonalities destroy the effectiveness of a church and 
endanger its ministry, then the pastor has every right 
to expect the authority of a larger church to exercise 


discipline under the Holy Spirit. 
TRAINING OF THE LAITY 


We ministers have ourselves to blame if we have not 
trained our membership in respect for the Word, pre- 
pared them for churchmanship, and integrated new 
members into the life and fellowship of the church. 
The vindictive-expansive personality works himself to 
death to achieve a position of superiority and prestige. 
Pastors and newcomers are only too glad to let the 
old reliables do the work. New members can take odd 
jobs but must not be allowed to think they can displace 
the pillars and run the church. Were laymen better 
trained in their responsibilities, it would be more dif- 
ficult for the vindictive-expansive personality to gather 
allies in his attempt to thwart the onward march of 
Christ’s body and to place a distorted interpretation 
upon the minister's work. 

Now is the time to come to grips with this problem 
in a more positive and realistic manner. We must view 
the sense of frustration within many Protestant 
churches alongside the determined strides and auto- 
cratic efciency of the Roman Catholic church. Prot- 
estantism must preserve the prophetic authority of the 
Word of God and the free response of the Spirit-filled 
priesthood of believers. When either this authority or 
this response is hindered by sin in any form or dis- 
guise, Protestantism must exercise its discipline and 
apply its insights in order to redeem persons and 
strengthen its true resources. One crucifixion was suf- 
ficient. The Church must experience enough redemp- 
tive suffering facing the world without adding its own 
internal strife, especially when this strife is an abuse 
of Christian freedom. END 
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BIG SMOKE 


Americans spend 3 billion annually for 
their churches and 6 billion for ciga- 
rettes. To the cigarette industry it may 
seem that the churches have done well, 
considering their modest advertising 
budget and extremely soft sell. 

Suppose Madison Avenue were to be 
given some ecclesiastical accounts. Imag- 
ine national magazines featuring color 
cover ads with a rugged fullback emerg- 
ing from church: Join the men who 
know; get that big clean feeling! 

Or perhaps in the church news column 
we might read, “First Church has re- 
duced theological irritants to the lowest 
level among all leading pulpits. First 
Church preaching is smooth. It’s First 
for filtered truth!” 

Television spots could feature the new 
preacher in his pulpit at Central Church: 
It's what's up front that counts! Such 
proven slogans as There’s no substitute 
for quality! would need no revision. The 
spring freshness theme would be another 
natural; it should apply to religion al- 
most as well as to tobacco. 

The super-science of the cigarette ads 
might be harder to adapt. “Important 
break-through in biblical research. Get 
that extra Dead Sea flavor in every ser- 
mon.” Church architecture suggests 
other scientific areas: “High porosity in 
our acoustical vault air-softens every 
choir note.” 

The better the makin’s, the better the 
sermon. This could caption an oil paint- 
ing of a craggy-browed clergyman among 
his books. Of course he would have his 
sleeves rolled up to show an anchor tat- 
too. “If you’re thinking of changing 
churches, tattoo this in your mind... . 
Deepwell’s exclusive preaching formula 
gives you religion you can get hold of.” 

The competitive claim might not 
prove attractive to church advertisers. A 
new campaign could be developed: “Re- 
member, the brand makes no difference! 
Wherever church bells ring you get the 
real thing.” 

Is this sufficiently absurd? We have 
almost stopped laughing at those serious 
cigarette ads; when we do, we are not 
far from the king-sized pitch in religion— 
enjoyed in all the 50 states! 

EUTYCHUS 


EUTYCHUS and his kin 


SATAN’S POWER 


Dr. Piper’s article (The Power of Evil, 
Sept. 28 issue) troubles me greatly. I 
looked for a clear, direct discourse. . 
Instead I found only terms and phrases 
suggestive of biblical truth, terms and 
phrases which could be filled in and de- 
fined according to the knowledge and 
faith of the individual reader. 

A fuzzy-minded evangelical might be 
satishied that the truth was presented; 
and no liberal or neo-orthodox would 
find anything in this article to compel 
him to question his own convictions. . . . 

I read the Prophets and Apostles, and 
I know what evil is as to its nature, 
origin, effects and remedy. I read Piper 
and I find that I know only some of its 
baneful temporal effects. I learn noth- 
ing as to its nature, origin, or remedy— 
terms and phrases notwithstanding. Piper 
says, “The question is not how we should 
therefore represent the devil and the 
forces of evil, but rather, how we are to 
react to their activity in this world.” How 
can we properly “react to their activity” 
unless we have ascertained “their” na- 
ture, power, and program? Hitler was 
not defeated until the allies faced up to 
his nature and his potential; and neither 
will Satan be put down until we accept 
the Bible’s definition of his personality 
and power. Piper gives no such defini- 
tion of the devil and evil; and his defini- 
tion of “world” has no similarity to that 
given in the New Testament. 

TxHeopnizus J. HerTER 
St. Matthew’s Reformed Episcopal 


Havertown, Pa. 


SHIFT TO THE RIGHT 


I would like to answer the letter of the 
Rev. Henry Smith Leiper (August 3 
issue). I would first answer the question 
in Rev. Leiper’s last paragraph. Yes, 
those who now think as John Foster 
Dulles did nine years ago are still “left- 
ish.” Because only Mr. Dulles changed 
when he tried to stop the National Coun- 
cil of Churches Cleveland Conference 
from voting for recognition of Red China 
and admission of Red China to the U.N. 
Then Mr. Dulles strongly fought Com- 
munism and died of cancer still fighting 
and a hero! 

To further substantiate my answer 
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that previously Mr. Dulles and those 
who nine years before thought the same, 
I suggest that Mr. Leiper read “Collec- 
tivism in the Churches” by Edgar C. 
Bundy (published by Church League of 
America, Wheaton, Illinois, 1958). On 
pages 164 and 165 [are] the eight shock- 
ing points drafted in March, 1942, by 
the Federal Council of Churches at a 
national study conference at Ohio Wes- 
leyan University at Delaware, Ohio, 
(chairman: John Foster Dulles) for a 
just and durable peace (?) after World 
War II. All one-world ideas. . . . 

On page 177 of the same book Mr. 
Dulles says, “The free enterprise system 
has yet to prove that it can assure steady 
production and employment.” Leftist! 

Page 179: “We know, from testimony 
given during the hearing on Alger Hiss 
by the Committee on Un-American Ac- 
tivities that John Foster Dulles and Alger 
Hiss were friends of long standing.” 
(Both were chairmen of important com- 
mittees of the Federai Council of 
Churches. ) 

In November, 1950, the Federal 
Council of Churches changed to the 
National Council of Churches. Thus 
the same leftist, socialist, one-world, pro- 
communist ideas were continued. 

Mr. Leiper ought to know. He was 
an official of the Federal Council of 
Churches from 1930 through 1948. 


Frank P. STELLING 
Oakland, Calif. 


Most religious organizations, whatever 
the name, have come to be in America 
commercial and social with a degree of 
religious tincture. 

O. L. HurrMan 
Hot Springs, Ark. 


I would like to comment concerning 
your attitude, and also that of some of 
your correspondents, towards the report 
of the NCC Conference at Cleveland re- 
garding the recognition of Red China. 
Is not your attitude that of worldly wis- 
dom which you reject? Jesus, our Di- 
vine Lord and Saviour said, “Ye have 
heard it said of old time love thy neigh- 
bor and hate thine enemy. But I say unto 
you love your enemies, do good to them 
that hate you”. . . . The acid test of our 
religion is not how well we get along 
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with our friends but what we do about 
our enemies. 
Geneva, N. Y. Metvin Apson 
I venture to share a brief quotation from 
a letter received recently. The writer is 
a young Chinese, teaching in the Luther- 
an Theological Seminary in Hong Kong. 
He has been in many parts of the Far 
East. 

In one of the articles I read in an 
official Buddhist magazine displayed 
in a train in Taiwan, the Buddhists 
urged the government to drive all 
the American missionaries and their 





enterprises out of Taiwan as a pro- 
test to the statement made a few 
months ago by a World Order Study 
Conference sponsored by the Na- 
tional Council of Churches of Christ 
in the U.S.A. concerning the recog- 
nition of Communist China. Know- 
ing that I had just come back from 
the U.S., a number of young Chris- 
tians asked me a lot of questions, 
such as, “How could the American 
Christian leaders do such a thing?” 
“Is it an expression of their Chris- 
tian faith or of their political inter- 
ests?” “Is it the voice of all American 










































































Are you looking forward to the golden years and all of the things 
you'll someday have the time to do? Naturally, you are. But first 
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Christians or just that of a few so- 
called leaders?” etc. I feel really 
sorry—I am not to pass any judg 
ment on this matter—that this stat 
ment, whether it be right or wrong, 
has brought so many problems to ou: 
work, caused so much trouble among 
our people, and given such an un 
necessary excuse to the heathen 
religions for attacking our church. 
It is to be hoped that the Conference 

weighed all the issues before their pro- 

nouncement was made. 

Fair Lawn, N. J. Paut F. Barackman 


[In regard to] “The Problem of Power” 
(Eutychus, Aug. 31 issue) . . ., the 


concern of Christians is not primarily 


the balance of political and militar 
power in the world. It is rather the sad 
fact that peoples are being overrun with 
tyranny and cannot be free. What hap- 
pened in Hungary, Poland, Tibet, Laos 
and other satellite countries is the great 
wickedness that we resent. It is that 
peoples are being robbed of their coun- 
tries, of liberty, their families and of 
life. The issue is democracy or tyranny 
—“God or Mammon.” 


Salem, Va. Arvin J. Ler 





Only nominal Christians or . . . hypo- 
crites or cowards are afraid of the present 
communism. It is not Russia or 
communists who are preparing for the 
third war, but the West — particularly 
our religionists and militarists in Wash- 
ington who spend billions . . . for . 
war weapons. 
Cleveland, Ohio A. J. Moncot 
Please accept the thanks of the Ameri- 
can Council of Christian Churches . 
for the . . . factual and unbiased . . . 
[news story] “Red Atrocities” (June 22 
issue). We believe that when the public 
is given the facts of Red China’s activi- 
ties, that people by the millions will 
arise to repudiate the recommendation 
of the NCC Fifth World Order Study 
Conference. ... Rarpn I. YARnew! 
General Secretar 
The American Council of Christian 
Churches 
New York, N. Y. 


ON THINGS GREEK 
The Rev. Leslie Chard’s (Eutychus, July 


6 issue) taking exception to a Jesuit- 
expressed view of the Greek Church is 
ill-founded. I fear he is giving expression 
to a phenomenon characteristic of man\ 
Episcopal priests—an excessive admiration 
for things Greek, founded more on zeal 
than on right information. For the Greek 
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Church’s view of tradition, I suggest he 
read any authoritative work on the Ortho- 
dox Church—Frank Gavin’s (an Angli- 
can) Some Aspects of Contemporary 
Greek Thought would be suitable (and 
Fr. Gavin had really studied the subject). 
In all important particulars, the Greek 
Church’s view of tradition may be said 
to be identical with the Roman Catholic 
view (except wherein the latter involves 
the Papacy). Right or wrong this may 
be, but the attempt to make the Orthodox 
out to be an exotic sort of Protestant or 
Anglican is doomed to failure—it simply 
is not the case. 

His expression of the Greek teaching 
on Our Lady is as inaccurate. The Im- 
maculate Conception of Mary was a 
teaching in the Orthodox 
Church prior to its definition by Pius IX, 
especially. Indeed, Gregory Palamas, 
probably the most important Greek the- 
ologian of the late Middle Ages, upheld 
the doctrine. Herein is simply another 
example of an unfortunate Greek pro- 
pensity of opposing Rome at all costs— 
one of its most ridiculous instances in 
history being the accusation that the use 
of unleavened bread in the Eucharist 
was heretical! (And I challenge him to 
find any representative Greek theologian 
who attributes actual sin to Mary.) 

I cannot write as much on the 
“Filioque” as it deserves; but I think Mr. 
Chard will find that while it had long 
been commonly recited in the West, the 
Easterns did not make an issue of it till 
they entered into a controversy with 
Rome on other matters—it was something 
more to throw at the Pope! Many Greek 
doctors had taught that the Holy Ghost 
proceeds from both the Father and the 
Son, as from one principle—and the 
Western Church has never asserted that 
there were two principles involved. If 
the Holy Ghost is the bond of love be- 
tween the Father and Son, if he did not 
proceed from both it would imply that 
the Son loves the Father less than he 
is loved by the Father. Also, if the 
Spirit is called in the Scripture the Spirit 
of the Son, and the Son is said to “send” 
him, to deny that he proceeds from the 
Son as well as from the Father involves 
a plain contradiction. All this apart from 
the very questionable morality of “mental 
reservation.” 

Saint Paul’s Church 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


APPRAISING BARTH 


I wish that every reader of Van Til’s 
article (June 8 issue) might also read 
G. C. Berkouwer’s appendix to his re- 
cent book, The Triumph of Grace in 
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common 


D. L. Inisn 








the Theology of Karl Barth. Although 
by no means a Barthian himself, Berkou- 
wer here takes the subjectivity weapon 
out of Van Til’s hand and turns it back 
upon Van Til himself in a most unex- 
pected and telling fashion. . . . He 
plainly states, “Van Til’s analysis does 
not correspond to the deepest intents of 
Barth’s theology.” And again, “At issue 
in this is the matter of a truly responsible 
analysis, for it is only on the basis of a 
penetrating and thoroughgoing analysis 
of a person’s intents and bearings that 
solid criticism can be based.” 

It is evident that Van Til’s appraisal 
of Barth is vastly different from Brom- 
iley’s. Their basic attitudes toward the 
Swiss theologian are so well-nigh incom- 
patible that the thoughtful reader is 
obliged to choose between them. If it is 
indeed true, as Van Til asserts it is, that 
Barth doesn’t have any gospel at all in 
the evangelical sense, that he is just as 
much a modernist as is Bultmann, then 
we can hardly at the same time agree 
with Bromiley when he says, “It will be 
seen at once that he stands in line with 
three of the great emphases of evangeli- 
calism: the historicity of God’s saving 
action; the supremacy of the Bible; and 
the objectivity of God’s work, particu- 
larly in atonement.” If Barth is really 
the apostle of a new modernism, as Van 
Til takes him to be, then no condemna- 
tion is too great for him; then we all 
should join Brother Van Til in his vehe- 
ment forbidding of the man because he 
follows not us. But if on the other hand 
Bromiley’s appraisal of Barth is more 
nearly correct, as I personally believe 
it to be, then we can earnestly hope that 
someday Van Til may see and acknowl- 
edge that in this particular matter he 
may have been as sadly mistaken as 
were the ardent disciples of our Lord on 
that occasion. Davi Durris 
Seventh-day Adventist Mission Hospital 
Mayaguez, Puerto Rico 


SINCE LUX MUNDI 
Mr. Geffen (Eutychus, Jan. 5 issue), 


while correctly noting a certain area of 
agreement between Anglo-Catholics and 
evangelicals in matters of doctrine, is 
misleading in his wider implication that 
evangelicals can look for convinced sup- 
port from that quarter. . . . I will not 
elaborate at length on the difference in 
attitude to Scripture—sufficient of itself 
to put a different construction on the 
matter from Mr. Geffen’s—except to say 
that while the early Tractarians were 
conservatives on Scripture, since the pub- 
lication of Lux Mundi the Anglo-Cath- 
olic movement has defected to the liberal 
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camp, with only a few stragglers stand- 
ing firm on Gladstone’s ‘Impregnable 
Rock of Holy Scripture.’ 

Granted, Scripture apart, that Anglo- 
Catholics have a sounder grasp of certain 
doctrines than the ‘liberal humanists’ be- 
cause of their deference to the creeds. 
They are in fact credal dogmatists. But 
so too are the Holy Orthodox and the 
Roman Catholics: yet who would argue 
from this that they are upholders of 
evangelical Christianityy We have to 
think in terms not merely of the content, 
but of the nature of belief: not merely 
of fides but of fiducia. This indeed is the 
distinctive principle of evangelicalism— 
faith both understood and experienced 
as a supernaturally originating and super- 
naturally-imparted divine gift. 

Evangelicals believe that this principle 
lies behind the word “must” in Jesus’ 
words to Nicodemus in John 3:7, “Ye 
must be born again”. . . . This, then, is 
the distinctive proclamation of evangel- 
icals to all the world—not ‘Believe the 
creeds,’ or “Take the conservative view 
of salvation, grace and Scripture’ (though 
we do both), but “Ye must be bom 
again.” Thus the real question is whether 
Anglo-Catholics are allied to and iden- 
tified with evangelicals in this proclama- 
tion and in this determinative principle. 
I think that your correspondent and your 
readers will find that it is not so. How 
near and yet so far. But let them once 
adopt this principle whole-heartedly, 
making known their position to all the 
world, and there will be no end to the 
blessing that will be released. Only this 
evangelical principle makes certain that 
the husks of the ‘liberal humanists’ have 
been finally abandoned either by the 
AngloCatholics or by their ‘High 
Church’ Methodist counterparts; and 
only on this high supernatural principle 
will our prodigal age ever be led back to 


the Father’s house in reconciliation and 


peace. C. A. F. Warner 
Chingola, N. Rhodesia 
ON A LIMB 


I wish to commend Mr. L. Nelson Bell 
for his wonderful article “The Bible and 
Sex Education” (June 8 issue). I will 
“place myself on a limb” . . . by adding: 
We as ministers have failed by failing to 
teach from our church class rooms and 
from the pulpit the evils of immoral 
dress and adorning of the body, as these 
tend to induce wrong sexual desires, as 
well as allowing these evils to become 
“one of us” by allowing membership in 
our assemblies. Frep HENDRICKSON 
First Assembly of God Church 

Paris, Ill. 
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A LAYMAN and hus Faith 


AMAZING GRACE 


THE MORE ONE Grows in Christian un- 
derstanding and experience the more 
amazing and precious becomes the grace 
of God. 

We are saved by grace and kept by 
grace, but too few of us realize this fact. 
We are confronted with an ever recur- 
ring temptation to attribute our salvation 
and any growth in Christian maturity to 
our own efforts and sense of worthiness. 

The pride of self-accomplishment is a 
deadly sin. It stands between many and 
a saving experience with Christ. 

Our salvation depends solely on the 
grace of God, and our continuing peace 
with him has been bought by our 
Saviour at unbelievable cost. 

Without an understanding of this 
saving and keeping grace from God, we 
are engaged in an unending struggle to 
attain. But when we come to realize that 
everything we are or ever hope to be is 
the result of God’s unmerited favor, then 
our hearts are filled with love and 
gratitude to the One who has made this 
possible. 

As we deepen in Christian faith and 
experience, we become increasingly aware 
of the innate sinfulness of the human 
heart. To know that our salvation is a 
fact, despite repeated failures, comes 
from an understanding of the implica- 
tions of divine grace. 

This grace is an attitude of God 
toward sinners which we in no sense de- 
serve. It rests solely on the merits of 
Jesus Christ and, so far as mankind is 
concerned, is made operative through 
faith alone. 

We receive by grace the mercy and 
forgiveness of God entirely independent 
of human endeavor, and the faith by 
which we receive this is itself a work of 
the Holy Spirit—a matter of divine grace. 

Grace means exemption from a penalty 
which we deserve and forgiveness where 
punishment is justified. It is divinely- 
given assistance to the weak, a change 
of status through the imputed righteous- 
ness of Christ. 

Not only are we saved by grace 
through faith, but we are kept by the 
continuing grace of him who has begun 
a good work in our hearts. 


€ For some of us, who were raised in 
Christian homes and enjoyed the bless- 
ings of a godly heritage, conversion was 
as a gentle breeze, a change so quiet that 


we cannot remember the day when we 
said in our hearts a conscious and final 
“Yes” to the Saviour. 

Because we have grown up in the 
church, we are inclined to feel that 
our own goodness is woven in the warp 
and woof of Christian experience. We 
forget the most vital and precious truth 
that the finest Christian is just a sinner 


saved by grace. 


€ Others have traveled a different road 
to the Cross. They have tasted the 
depths of human depravity and know the 
misery of conscious separation from God. 

Seeing themselves in the light of God’s 
holiness, these individuals have recog- 
nized both the fact and the wages of 
sin; conversion to them has been a cli- 
mactic experience, the loving grace of 
God a wonderful thing. 

What a pity that the old hymn, 
“Amazing Grace,” is so rarely sung today! 
John Newton, its author, had experi- 
enced the soul-searing effect of sin in the 
flesh. And when he came to know the 
precious truth that God had descended in 
human form and taken his sins on His 
own sinless body, he marveled: 


Amazing grace! how sweet the sound, 
That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 


You and I, cultured, educated, sophis- 
ticated, and modern, need to realize that 
we need this saving grace as much as any 
criminal on death row in Sing Sing or 
ignorant savage in the jungles of Ecuador. 

The self-satisfaction that characterizes 
the attitude of so many of us is not only 
an offense to a holy God but also a bar- 
rier between us and the One who can 
make us acceptable to God. 


We said above that grace is a matter 
of God forgiving and cleansing unde- 
serving sinners. But it is more than that. 
By God’s grace we can continue to be his 
children after we have been redeemed. 

A quiet examination of our own lives 
shows us how far short we come to ful- 
filling his will after we have received 
salvation. Day after day we continue to 
be guilty of sins of the flesh and of the 
spirit; sins of omission and commission. 
But for the grace of God we could never 
continue as his children. Were it not 
for this unmerited favor we would still 
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find ourselves standing before him in 
judgment. 

What a difference grace makes! The 
Christian is but a sinner over whom the 
spotless robe of the altogether lovely One 
has been cast. 

The Chinese character for “righteous- 
ness” is rather remarkable. It is com 
posed of two separate characters, one 
standing for a lamb, and the other for 
“me,” the personal pronoun. When the 
character for lamb is placed directly 
above the one standing for me, a new 
character is formed—Righteousness. 

This is the meaning of the grace of 
God. Between me, the sinner, and God 
the holy One there is interposed by faith 
the Lamb of God; and by virtue of that 
act on his part he has received me on 
the ground of faith, and I have become 
righteous in God’s sight. 

In his paean of praise John Newton 
continued: 


"Twas grace that taught my heart to 
fear, 

And grace my fears relieved; 

How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed. 


Many of us fail to appreciate the 
grace of God because we fail to see the 
awfulness of sin as it must appear to the 
eyes of a holy God. 

A theological truth we only too often 
neglect is that even the ability to come 
to Christ is an act of God’s grace. Our 
Lord said: “No man can come to me, 
except the Father which hath sent me 
draw him.” We are all familiar with 
Paul’s words: “By grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves: 
it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest 
any man should boast.” Any boasting 
of our own achievements is an offense 
to God and a denial of his grace. 

Paul, writing to the Roman Chris- 
tians, says: “Where is boasting then? It 
is excluded. By what law? of works? 
Nay: but by the law of faith. Therefore 
we conclude that a man is justified by 
faith without the deeds of the law.” 

This justification is an act of God’s 
grace, and the faith to believe is also 
his gracious gift. 

To grasp something of the amazing 
grace of God will result inevitably in our 
loving him more and our finding a 
greater sense of security. 

In these days when serenity of mind 
and security of heart are so hard to find, 
we need only turn to the grace of God 
whereby we may receive everything 
necessary for our lives—now and for 
eternity. 

L. Netson Beir 
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The past decade has seen a significant movement 
toward understanding between psychiatrists and min- 
isters. Previously they had looked at each other with 
suspicion and even hostility. Ministers often felt that 
psychiatry was destructive of Christian faith, and psy- 
chiatrists often felt that ministers only complicated the 
problem in trying to deal with the emotionally ill. Both 
sides had some basis in fact for these feelings. Many 
clergymen seemed to think that neurotics were more 
guilty than sick, that they needed censure more than 
counseling, law more than gospel. On the other hand, 
psychiatrists were too much concerned with libidinal 
drives and organic causes, and often assumed that 
religious expression was in itself a neurotic symptom. 

The whole picture today is rapidly changing. Clergy- 
men are beginning to understand emotional “illness” 
and depth psychology, while psychiatrists are begin- 
ning to realize that religion can be a powerful factor in 
mental health. A steady stream now pouring forth 
articles and books on psychiatry and religion are deal- 
ing searchingly with the problem of their rapproche- 
ment. Seminaries are offering courses on these sub- 
jects, and clinical training for ministers is being pro- 
vided in many places. Some medical schools are also 
using ministers to broaden the insights of their stu- 
dents. And most significant is the fact that the Ameri- 
can Psychiatric Association at its 1959 convention had 
a panel discussion and two papers on the subject, along 
with the hint that a section on Psychiatry and Religion 
might be formed in the near future. In addition to 
such developments, resident chaplains in mental hos- 
pitals are becoming the rule rather than the exception, 
and are being included in the therapeutic “team.” 


Evangelicals are in no position to say “I told you so.” 
They, even more than others, have been suspicious 
and hostile toward psychiatry and have done little 
that could be called constructive and positive. How- 
ever, a small group of Christian doctors, ministers, and 
laymen in the United States brought psychiatry and 
Christianity together in a concrete way more than 50 
years ago. They put Christian mercy into action by 
establishing Christian mental hospitals at a time when 
mental hospital conditions were generally deplorable, 
when Clifford Beers (The Mind that Found Itself) 
was just beginning his great work, and the National 
Committee for Mental Hygiene had started (1909). 
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They were a small band of people and still are today, 
but their vision and labors have been signally blessed. 

There are today three Christian mental hospitals in 
the United States, established and supported primarily 
by members of the Christian Reformed and Reformed 
Church in America. Their purpose is to minister to 
the mentally ill as “persons” with spiritual needs as 
well as mental and physical. This is not to say that 
the originators understood fully the relation between 
psychiatry and religion, or that their chaplain was 
oriented in depth psychology. They too had to grow 
with the rest of the profession. But one thing they 
held as a firm conviction: the “insane” are not beyond 
the healing hand of God, and the Christian faith can 
be meaningful to the mentally ill as well as to other 
sick people. Each of these hospitals is established by 
its Own society or association of members who elect a 
Board of Trustees which sets the policies, engages the 
staff, and is responsible for the operation of the hospital. 
They are independent of each other though they have 
the same viewpoint and are supported by the same 
church denominations in their own areas. 

These hospitals were established primarily to serve 
the mentally ill of the supporting Reformed churches. 
Its founders felt, and this is their position today, that 
Christian patients have special needs that can be met 
only by therapists with Christian preconceptions. Prob- 
lems of sin, guilt, prayer, sex, and so many others which 
disturb the mentally ill cannot be dealt with under- 
standingly by a psychiatrist or counselor with non- 
Christian standards and values. This is not to say that 
a non-Christian psychiatrist can never help a Christian 
patient; they can sometimes be a great help. But per- 
sonality “wholeness” and “health” can mean something 
different for a Christian than for a non-Christian, even 
different for a Protestant than for a Roman Catholic. 
For example, guilt can be objective as well as subjec- 
tive, related to fact as well as fiction, awakened by the 
Holy Spirit as well as produced by sick delusions. How 
can a humanist with relative moral standards help a 
theist with the standards of God’s holy law? How can 
the love of God be made meaningful by a therapist who 
thinks that “god” is only a father figure? How can the 
atoning work of Christ bring comfort to a guilt-ridden 
spirit if the doctor thinks of Jesus only as a good man 
and not without neurotic symptoms himself? Permis- 
siveness and acceptance are important in a therapeutic 
approach, but the therapist's own personality and value 
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system can never be eliminated from the therapeutic 
situation. 

While these hospitals serve primarily their own 
people, they do not exclude others. Indeed, they are 
an important mental health resource in their communi- 
ties, and many outside of their own supporting con- 
stituency bear testimony to the high quality of care 
given to the mentally ill of all faiths. This too is Chris- 
tian mercy in action—serving the community. 

What about their results? Are they more successful 
in curing and improving their patients? Comparative 
figures are not available, but they probably do not 
exceed the results of other hospitals of similar size. It 
must be remembered, however, that their work is di- 
rected toward “Christian health,” and their results 
must be evaluated not merely in terms of ability to 
function in society, but also in terms of peace with God 
which is the deepest need of any Christian, sick or well. 

History can testify of giant souls whose compassion 
embraced the miserable and the forgotten. These were 
a breed of men and women who dared to “lose them- 
selves.” Then there have been the little people, one 
talent saints, their names known only to a few, but 
their deeds a benediction to many who have never 
heard of them. Today their monument is being built 
not in stone or metal but in a movement, a social 
force, a science for the healing of man. Their faith 
performed at a time when others had not yet begun to 
speak. As psychiatrists and ministers are coming to 
learn from each other and to work together, they are 
recognizing that a philosophy of life is important to 
health, that man without God is lost even to himself. 


A FOOTNOTE TO 
THE UGLY AMERICAN 


Some months ago The American Weekly carried a 
tribute to foreign missionaries active at grass roots in 
the ministry of compassion. The title, “People Who 
Work While Diplomats Doddle,” especially irked an 
International Cooperation Administration official in 
Formosa, since the article cited the work of the Dick- 
sons among the lepers, orphans, and aboriginals of 
Taiwan. The diplomat found time to post some letters 
of protest over the insinuation about diplomatic dood- 
ling or doddling. 

Recently we were in Formosa, just after the worst 
typhoon and torrential rains in 60 years had destroyed 
40,000 homes and left 145,000 homeless in the Chung- 
hua area. A Christian physician, our traveling com- 
panion, rushed to Taichung to help missionary forces 
assess the needs. The Dicksons had sent a motorcycle 
through from Taiwan loaded with medicines before 
automobiles could make the trip; they sent an auto and 
trucks, in cooperation with Church World Service and 
World Vision, to areas inaccessible to airplanes. 
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When our physician friend returned by Chinese Air 
Force plane, he relayed his impressions of the need 
to the ICA hospital administration advisor in Taipei. 
That was the night after the Taiwanese and Chinese 
lepers in a prayer service at the Church of the Lepers 
pledged themselves, despite their poverty, to a special 
offering for relief of the victims of the flood disaster. 
The physician told the ICA representative of needs 
of the victims and of the suffering they were enduring. 
He told of mothers whose homes had been destroyed— 
their husbands killed by the flood—with no place to 
lay down weary bodies nor a place to put their babies 
save on their own backs. These people had lost every- 
thing; they had no clothes except what they wore, 
and also no food. He told of numbers of orphans left 
in the wake of the flood, with no place to stay, wander- 
ing the streets of the towns begging for food. One 
Christian organization was setting up an orphanage in 
Chunghua with 30 orphans to start the project. He 
told of the possibility of typhoid outbreak because of 
contaminated water and of complete destruction of 
rice fields as valuable as rich Midwestern farm lands, 
without which the people had no means of livelihood 
for families. 

After listening to this doctor stress the need of medi- 
cine, clothing, blankets, and mats on which to sleep, 
the ICA spokesman dissolved the needs one by one 
by the following statements: 

1. These Chinese and Taiwan people have gone 
through these disasters for centuries. They have re- 
markable resistance. During the war years they slept 
for weeks in water and lived through it. 

2. They have had cold weather all their lives and 
their resistance has kept them alive. 

3. Last year after a flood in a nearby town, the 
water stood three feet in the streets, and following 
this there was not one case of typhoid. 

4. These people recover remarkably fast from this 
sort of thing and will have their homes up again and 
living in them in a week. 

It seemed to matter little, to one who thought of 
statistics and averages, that individuals suffered. In 
many cases the wife not only lost a home, but also the 
husband to rebuild a home. And in others, a father 
with children had no one to care for them during 
work because a wife was lost. 

The Christian physician asked other leaders about 
the official’s interpretation. 

Upon investigation it was found that the homes are 
not rebuilt in seven days, but clay must be dug and 
made into bricks for walls, and straw woven and thatch 
prepared, and that to rebuild their homes requires a time 
period of months rather than merely a week. No one 
who knew sanitation problems would state that because 
typhoid did not break out in one situation, it would 


[105 ] 21 





EDITORIALS 


not begin here. Sewer water was mixing with flood 
waters and actually flowing into the homes of these 
people. Yet this representative of the United States 
seemed undisturbed. This man had flown over the 
area the first day after the flood, but he had not waded 
through the mud and filth of the streets and come in 
contact with the people who, in their misery and 
wretched water-drenched condition, lacked even dry 
mats to sleep upon. Even the Presbyterian Hospital 
But sooner or 
later, ICA was comfortably self-assured, help would be 
coming to these people through certain sources, even 


had no dry blankets for its patients. 


though the sources were rather slow in starting relief 
operations. Meanwhile, U.S. Marines were airlifting 
a ton of rice every 15 minutes into the flood area, and 
its helicopters were carrying supplies of clothing for 
distribution. 

Missionary forces were triggered by radio news of 
the emergency. American medicine, clothing, and food 
were flown in by ULS. and taken to 
the scene by marines, and then distributed by Catholic 
and Protestant workers whose mission projects were 


armed services 


already established as centers of assistance, and by 
other social service agencies. But the Roman Catholics 
were largely in command of the operation from Taipei. 
As elsewhere, they had cultivated government contacts 
well, and Father F. O'Neill was the coordinator. Dis- 
tributions were made by priests bearing the insignia 
of the church. According to some reports, it was an 
old story in Formosa. There among the aboriginal hill 
tribes, where Protestantism has established hundreds 
of churches, Catholicism has charted out a new ob- 
jective. In recent years canned milk provided by the 
American government for distribution to the needy 
has been given to the aboriginals by Roman priests 
There 
can be little doubt of the efficiency and effectiveness 
of Roman Catholic effort, and many stories of sacrifice 
and self-denial must be credited to Rome’s workmen. 
Catholic Relief Services had done its homework, and 
when the typhoon struck, it knew how to use and even 
to exploit American aid on a larger scale. END 


TOTALITARIAN RULE 
AND CHRISTIAN CONSCIENCE 


Bishop Otto Dibelius, bold champion of freedom, has 
dropped a minor bombshell by pronouncing some East 
German traffic laws illegal. East German Protestant 
leaders immediately backed away from his controversial 
letter to East and West German pastors. Rather than 
obey the law, the bishop announces he will pay the 
10-mark speeding fine, all the while maintaining a 
clear conscience. 

Nor has he forgotten Romans 13. Indeed, he quotes 
from it in his letter (“Let every soul be subject unto 
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the higher powers. ... The powers that be are ordained 
of God”). But, says Dibelius, it is “blasphemy to re- 
gard the rulers of a totalitarian state as powers” in a 
biblical sense. He cites East German Premier Otto 
Grotewohl’s definition of the good as what is good for 
the state. Soviet cars are allowed to speed, this being 
a prerogative of party officials, while slowdowns are 
imposed on other traffic to West Berlin. 

Otto Dibelius cannot accept a definition of truth 
bound to man’s whim. In this issue of CurisTIANrTy 
Topay, he indicates some of the enslaving evils of the 
totalitarian state. He apparently sees the East German 
government in terms of Revelation 13 more than of 
Romans 13. For the beast of the Apocalypse is pictured 
as blaspheming God’s name and making war with the 
saints. Despite the beast’s “great wonders, so that he 
maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in 
the sight of men,” Bishop Dibelius obviously fears 
the wrath of the haath more than the terrors of the 
agents of bestiality. END 


COLLECTIVE BARGAINING CRISIS 
SHADOWS STEEL STRIKE 


Breakdown of negotiations in the steel strike has pro- 
voked an emergency injunction returning workers to 
the mills for an 80-day Taft-Hartley “cooling off” 
period. President Eisenhower termed failure to reach 
a voluntary settlement by 25 basic producers (repre- 
senting 87 per cent of the country’s steel-making ca- 
pacity) and United Steelworkers of America (with 
500,000 members in these mills) “a sad day for the 
nation.” The fruitlessness of free collective bargaining 
gives obvious leverage to advocates of direct govern- 
ment intervention, including federally-decreed arbitra- 
tion and federally-controlled wages and prices. 

Kaiser Steel's pact, made independently, prodded 
other producers to compromise differences with labor, 
despite inflationary pressures, while a Supreme Court 
appeal by union chiefs delayed actual enforcement of 
the strike injunction. In principle, individual bargain- 
ing is fully as sound as collective bargaining. Although 
scornful of individual bargaining in their own ranks, 
union bosses pursued it with Kaiser to splinter manage- 
ment’s united front. 

The industry-wide strike holds some sobering lessons 
for our economy. For one thing, it dramatizes the fact 
that strikes, as well as lockouts, retain little if any sig- 
nificance as instruments of economic justice. The 
shutdown of the mills has hurt not only big business, 
but big labor and the national well-being—a factor in- 
creasingly apparent as effects of the strike are felt. The 
strike is an instrument of violence more than of per- 
suasion. Economic differences require reason and good 
will, not violence, for their just resolution. 

Another important lesson is that today even volun- 
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tary bargaining takes place within a free enterprise 
system weakened by already existing pressures and 
compromises. One of these, obviously, is the threat of 
labor chiefs to use the unions as a punitive political 
force at the polls. Labor leaders make bolder claims in 
this regard than they can fulfill, but some politicians 
readily accept the notion that all the legislative goals 
of union bosses must be best for the economy as a 
whole. The proximity of a strike to a national election 
becomes a factor influencing the political pressures 
exerted on negotiators. 

Even more somber skies shadow today’s bargaining 
sessions, especially the compromise with inflation and 
the uncertainties of an unstable dollar. One would 
think that wage negotiators would be reminded at 
every step how much government tampering with 
the economy has already contributed to, rather than 
rectified, our financial dilemmas. 

When labor contract negotiations first got underway, 
many steel companies were reporting record earnings. 
They lost an opportunity to cut steel prices Ceven 
if with one eye on growing foreign competition) on 
condition that wages remain fixed at their already high 
level. Yet industry attempts the impossible if it seeks 
by itself to stop the inflation spiral, since this is really 
a government responsibility; only the government can 
give the necessary assurance that there will be no 
further increase in the supply of money or credit. 
Union negotiators, on the other hand, aware that wage 
boosts in one industry inevitably supply a precedent 
for others, seem oblivious to inflationary pressures, and 
offer no formula that leads anywhere but “ever up- 
ward.” Their dismissal of complaints against feather- 
bedding and loafing as aimed to “restore industrial 
dictatorship” are hardly to be taken at face value. 

The force of public opinion, seeking voluntary reso- 
lution of these issues in terms of the good of the whole, 
is now urgent. It will be better for the Republic that 
economic issues be resolved through pressures of good 
conscience and the compulsion of basic ideals than 
through pressures of big government. Given full sway, 
the latter alternative can only destroy free enterprise 


and the Republic alike. END 





A LIVING BIBLE 
(Continued from page 6) engaged in the good fight 


There is no longer a no-man’s land of nominal Chris- 
tians; the line of division is far too sharp to make allow- 
ance for any private religiousness. What we rejoice in 
is a fellowship of deeply responsible fellow-laborers 
with a working-relationship based on trust in the life- 
saving gifts which are latent in the Book of the Old 
Covenant and even more unfolded in the pages of the 
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New Testament. With this wholesome recommitment 
to Bible truths and Bible values, we would apply to 
the present situation in East Germany the saying of 
one of the early martyrs of the Christian Church: “We 
are called upon to stand upright amid the ruins of the 
dying world. We are not to lie down on the ground 
with those who have no hope!” Our hope is the Creator 
and Preserver of mankind whose voice is coming alive 
with a new power. It is not our own plans or accom- 
plishments that will make us free. The God who is 
the Lord of history is crossing our paths constantly 
testing and even cancelling our own projects. But 
then He also shows us that God’s way must be done 
and God’s way can be done. Within a dying world 
under a totalitarian climate, the Church of the Refor- 
mation already stands out as the only community where 
man trusts man and one member bears the other one’s 
burden. This is the good Samaritan’s service rendered 
by a partnership in obedience. “We must obey God 
rather than men” was the apostle’s reply to those who 
had warned him not to preach in the name of Jesus. 
“We must obey God rather than men” was also our 
reply to the hirelings of Hitler when they arrested us 
in order to suppress the voice of the Church. Hitler's 
power had to collapse just as the authority of the high 
priests is gone and even the Roman Empire. But the 
heritage of the apostles has greatly survived, and as 
their living witness passes through the faithful mem- 
bers of our Christian fellowship, we are raised from 
this dying world already to proclaim the glorious lib- 
erty set aside for His people, the children of Light. It 
remains of course true what is said in the Gospel that 
the children of this world are ever more cunning than 
the children of Light in their generation. It remains 
the fashion of this world to be impressed with outward 
strokes of success such as increase of material produc- 
tion achieved by the Communists in certain parts of 
the world. There continues to be the road favored by 
the children of this world to be carried away with 
glaring prophesies of a paradise on earth. It is said to 
be a paradise made by men alone, and while they pro- 
ceed on the road of earthly imagery and self-deceit, 
they become victims of the subtle propaganda made for 
the Communist idea of “New Life.” But the Lord 
says: “I know you have a name of being alive, and you 
are dead!” 

Against a life distorted and utterly unreal, against 
the wavering shadows of a motion unrelated to the 
source of light, we may rise to show forth the praises 
of him who has called us out of darkness. And firmly 
we trust in the promise God gave to his covenant 
people. It is the Prince of Life in whom we abide, and 
his own abiding words are these: “He who hears my 
word, has life. He has passed from death to life ever- 
lasting!” END 
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Bible ‘Text of the Month 


And God said, Let us make man in our 
image, after our likeness (Genesis 1:26). 


« The living creatures generally, which 
were formed to dwell upon the face of 
the earth, are represented as coming forth 
from the earth when impregnated with 
the creative power of God’s Spirit, and 
assuming as they rose into being their 
But in the 
case of man it is not the spirit-impreg- 
nated earth that brings forth; it is God 
himself who takes of the earth, and by a 
separate individualizing act, fashions his 
frame, and breathes into it directly from 
himself the breath of life;—a distinct 
personality, and in the attributes of that 
personality, a closer relationship to God, 
a form of being that might fitly be desig- 
nated “God’s offspring” (Acts 17:28). 


Patrick FAIRBAIRN 


severally distinctive forms. 


« The hortative “Let us make,” is par- 
ticularly striking because it is plural. 
Though almost all commentators of our 
day reject the view that this is to be ex- 
plained in connection with the truth of 
the Holy Trinity and treat this so-called 
trinitarian view as a very negligible quan- 
tity, yet, rightly considered, this is the 
. Those 
that hold that a reference to the Trinity 
is involved do not mean to say that the 
truth of the Holy Trinity is here fully 
and plainly revealed. But they do hold 
that God speaks out of the fullness of his 
powers and his attributes in a fashion 
which man could never employ. Behind 
such speaking lies the truth of the Holy 
Trinity which, as it grows increasingly 
clear in revelation, is in the light of leter 
clear revelation discovered as contained 
in this plural in a kind of obscure adum- 
bration. The truth of the Trinity gives 
explanation to this passage. 

H. C. Leupoip 


only view that can satisfy. . . 


IMAGE OF GOD 

| The Christian doctrine of God as per- 
sonal, ethical, and self-revealing, carries 
with it a second postulate as to the na- 
ture of man. The Christian doctrine of 
God and the Christian doctrine of man 
are in fact correlatives. For how should 
man know that there is a personal, ethi- 
cal, self-revealing God—how should he 
be able to frame the conception of such 
a Being, or to attach any meaning to the 
terms employed to express His existence 
—unless he were himself rational and 
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moral—a spiritual personality? The two 
views imply each other, and stand or fall 
together. We may express this second 
postulate of the Christian view in the 
words, Man made in the image of God. 

James Orr 


€ According to the Reformed theologians 
and the majority of the theologians of 
other divisions of the Church, man’s 
likeness to God included the following 
points: his intellectual and moral nature. 
God is a Spirit, the human soul is a 
spirit. The essential attributes of a spirit 
are reason, conscience, and will. A spirit 
is a rational, moral, and therefore also, 
a free agent. In making man after his 
own image, therefore, God endowed him 
with those attributes which belong to his 
own nature as a spirit. Man is thereby 
distinguished from all other inhabitants 
of this world, and raised immeasurably 
above them. Cuarves Hopcs 


€ We have to consider how we ought to 
glorify God in all our life, and hereby 
see also to what end we are created and 
why we live. Therefore if we wish to 
maintain our life before God we must 
always aim at this mark: that He be 
blessed and glorified by us and that we 
have such a burning zeal and affection 
to serve His glory as to assure ourselves 
that it is an intolerable and even a most 
horrible thing in all respects that his 
name should be blasphemed and as it 
were cursed through us, that is to say, 
that we should cause his glory to be as it 
were defaced, especially since he has put 
his image in us to this end that it should 
shine forth in us. Joun Cavin 


LOST AND FOUND 


Man is a creature who, right from the 
beginning, was created after God’s image 
and likeness, and this Divine origin and 
Divine kinship he can never erase or 
destroy. Even though he has, because of 
sin, lost the glorious attributes of knowl- 
edge, righteousness, and holiness which 
lay contained in that image of God, 
nevertheless there are still present in 
him “small remains” of the endowments 
granted him at creation; and these are 
enough not merely to constitute him 
guilty but also to testify of his former 


grandeur and to remind him continually 


of his Divine calling and heavenly des- 
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tiny. HerMaN Bavinck 


€ The words of Moses are illustrated by 
those of an Apostle, who, addressing 
Christians on the subject of their restora- 
tion to the state from which Adam fell, 
says, “Ye have put on the new man, 
which is renewed in knowledge after the 
image of Him that created him” (Col. 
3:10); and again, “Put on the new man, 
which after God is created in righteous- 
ness and true holiness” (Eph. 4:28). 
From these passages we learn, that the 
image of God, in which Adam was cre- 
ated, consisted, not merely in intellectual 
endowments, but also in holy disposi- 
tions. As a mirror reflects the brightness 
of the sun, so did his soul exhibit a 
counterpart of the moral attributes of 
God, according to its limited capacity. 
He who made all other creatures perfect 
in their kind, did not withhold from man 
what constitutes the chief excellence, the 
noblest ornament of his nature. It was 
as impossible that he should have come 
from the hands of his Maker with a mind 
laboring under ignorance, or a heart 
tainted with impurity, as that darkness 
should proceed from light, or evil from 


good. Joun Dick 


€ The possibility of redemption after 
man had sinned is as great a mark as any 
of the image of God impressed upon 
him. When man has fallen he is not 
left to himself, as one whose fall is a 
trifling matter in the great economy of 
God's creation. It was because His own 
image had been impressed on man that 
God undertook to redeem him; it was 
because that image, though defaced, had 
not been wholly destroyed, that such re- 
demption was possible. 

James Hastincs 


€ God’s image upon man consists in 
knowledge, righteousness and true holi- 
ness. He had an habitual conformity of 
all his natural powers to the whole will 
of God. His understanding saw divine 
things clearly and truly, and there were 
no errors or mistakes in his knowledge: 
his will complied readily and universally 
with the will of God, without reluctancy 
or resistance: his affections were all reg- 
ular, and he had no inordinate appetites 
or passions: his thoughts were easily 
brought and fixed to the best subjects, 
and there was no vanity or ungovern- 
ableness in them. . . . How is this image 
of God upon man defaced! . . . The 
Lord renew it upon our souls by his 
sanctifying grace! 

Matruew Henry 
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To interpret for its readers the scope 
and seriousness of obscenity in the mails, 
and to determine what the government 
is doing about this current menace, 
CurisTIANiTy Topay went to Postmaster 
General Arthur E. Summerfield for an 
exclusive interview. 

Summerfield has been head of the 
Post Office Department since 1953. He 
holds honorary degrees from the Univer- 
sity of Michigan, Miami (Ohio) Univer- 
sity, Cleary College, and Defiance Col- 
lege. 

Summerfield is a member of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Flint, Michigan, 
and an affiliate member of National 
Presbyterian Washington, 
D. C., where he currently worships. 


Church in 


Q: What kinds of obscene materials are 
sent through the mails? 

A: Obscene and lewd pictures, slides, 
films, and sex literature, as well as ma- 
terial dealing with the vilest perversions. 
Much of it is so filthy and revolting in 
nature that it defies description. 


Q: Is mail order obscenity increasing? 

A: The mail order obscenity racket has 
tripled in the past five years and can 
double again in the next few years un- 


less it is stopped. 


Q: How large a business is it? 

A: Our Inspection Service estimates that 
sales from mail order obscenity are now 
running at the rate of a_half-billion 
dollars a year. They further estimate it 
will become a billion-dollar racket within 
the next several years if it progresses at 
its present rate of speed. 

Filth peddlers will invade American 
homes by soliciting at least a million 
teen-age youngsters in the next 12 
months. That’s one child out of every 
thirty-five of school age in America! 


Q: How does it operate? 

A: Most dealers in mail order obscenity 
are relatively small-time operators with 
very little capital invested in their busi- 
ness. Profits are so large that many of 
them have fantastic returns on their in- 
vestments. Increasingly they are direct- 
ing their sales efforts toward the youth 
of America, both boys and girls. 


Q: How do dealers in obscenity get 
names of children for their mailing lists? 
A: The names of youngsters are secured 
in a variety of ways. In some instances 
the dealers in obscenity buy mailing lists 
from legitimate list brokers who are not 
aware of the use to which the lists are 


Summerfield Deplores Obscenity in the Mails 


Office of the Postmaster General 


Washington 25, A. C. 


fo the Readers of Christianity Today: 


It is no reflection upon an individual or his 
family to receive unordered obscene literature through 


the mails. 


The peddlers of filth build up their mailing 


lists in a variety of ways and invade the privacy of 


American homes in doing so. 


When pornographic material arrives in the mail, 
save the envelope and the material itself and mail it 
or deliver it in person to your local postmaster. 

The Post Office Department will handle the matter from 


there on. 


We know from experience that the prosecutors and 
the courts are influenced by the number and the character 


of the complaints received. 


Everyone interested in 


driving obscenity from the mails can help by reporting 


any such mailings promptly. 


Sincerely yours, 


Cae 


(/ 


Arthur E. Summerfield 
Postmaster General 
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to be put. In other instances they build 
their own lists by assembling the names 
and addresses of graduates of high school 
classes, Boy Scout or Girl Scout groups, 
church clubs or other organizations of 
youngsters. In other instances, they ad- 
vertise model airplanes or stamps or doll 
dress kits to youngsters at attractive prices 
and actually send them these articles for 
the moneys received. However, their pri- 
mary purpose is to get names and ad- 
dresses by this procedure. 


Q: What can parents do to stop this 
racket? 

A: If parents find any obscene sales 
solicitations in the letters sent to their 
youngsters they can help us stop this 
racket by doing these 


two simple 


things: 

1. Collect all the material received, in- 
cluding the envelope. 

2. Deliver this material, along with 
the envelope, to their local postmaster 
in person or by mail. 


The Post Office Department will han- 





dle the matter from there on. It is not 
necessary for the parents or their children 


to sign a formal complaint or to appear 
in court. 


Q: Can’t the Post Office Department 
stop obscene mail before it is delivered? 
A: Most obscene material is sent through 
the mails by first class mail. The Post 
Office Department has no legal right to 
open any first class mail and it has no 
intention of doing so. The Post Office 
Department can only proceed against 
these dealers in filth if people receiving 
these mailings report them to the Post 
Office Department. 

We know from experience that the 
courts and the judges are influenced by 
the number and quality of the complaints 
received in any community. 


Q: What is the Post Office Department 
doing to drive obscenity from the mails? 
A: For the past six months the Post 
Office Department has intensified its 
efforts to drive obscen- (Cont'd on p. 30) 
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Moslem Missions 


; Two American Moslems recently re- 
~ turned from Cairo say they have the 
support of President Gamel Abdel Nasser 
of the United Arab Republic for Islamic 
missions work in the United States. 

Nasser donated $50,000 for a new 
Islamic center in Detroit and promised 
early dispatch of four or more Moslem 
priests to the United States, according to 
Casim Olwan, owner of a Toledo, Ohio, 
restaurant, and James Kalil, sheriff of 
Wayne County, Michigan. 

While in Cairo, Olwan and Kalil 
reported they had a two-hour conference 
with the U. A. R. leader. 

Kalil is president of the Federation 
of American Moslems, having succeeded 
Olwan in the post. 

There are said to be 80,000 Moslems 
in the United States and Canada—not 
« all faithful—spread through 39 states and 
five provinces. 


CHRISTMAS GIFT 
The birth of Christ is 
God's gift of love 


Germany the Base? 





CHRISTMAS SPIRIT 


Two boys and their wish 
for a pony for 
>» Christmas. <——> 
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The true Christmas spirit 
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Islam is concentrating its missionary 
resources in Germany, according to Ger- 
man missions expert Georg Vicedom. 

Vicedom told a missionary study con- 
ference this fall that 800 persons had 

recently joined the Moslem Ahmadiya 
in Christian family af sect, which has issued a lively Koran 
wvEng. >< translation to compete with the Bible. 
“The Moslem communities in Ger- 
many are still small,” he added, “but 
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Christmas editorial. Pen an 
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On Sunday morning, September 27 
President Eisenhower invited Khru- 
The humble birth of Christ shchev to accompany him to a wor- 
? in the manger. m i 
- se ship service at Gettysburg Presbyterian 
,  S= Church. The Red leader declined and 
Eisenhower went without him. 

To mark Christian Education Sun- 
day, the Rev. Robert A. MacAskill, 
minister, used as his text Matthew 
28:19. “Go ye therefore, and teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost.” 

“We think primarily of our Lord 
as a teacher, a rabbi,” said MacAskill. 
“It very naturally follows that if we 
are his disciples we too must be 
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> OF JESUS 
Visit of the Wise Men 


and early boyhood 
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Emphasize tne true Christmas spirit with tnese 
motion pictures available from your Family Films 
franchised library. Write for your FREE catalog of 
16mm films fer the church 




















Family Films, teachers.” 
. Holywood 38. Collf. a 1 The minister stressed that teaching 
I Please send FREE catalog of MOTION Pictures. ! is a form of witness, that we teach by 
! : what we say, what we do and by what 
SA nit adie iil ; we are. “The church through the ages 
' i has had eloquent preachers,” he said. 
ADDRESS : “But the fact remains that the most 
city : effective way of winning others is 
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they are tremendously active in trying 
to win converts. Germany is to be the 
base for the whole Moslem missionary 
campaign in Europe.” 

Vicedom said Moslem states are f- 
nancing the building of mission centers 
in key German cities. 


Do It Yourself 


The International Cooperation Admin- 
istration is offering information on how 
to build and use a cheap, sun-powered 
projector for slides and film strips. 

The simple device could prove a boon 
to missionaries working in localities 
without electricity. 

It was developed by two ICA em- 
ployees in Afghanistan, James Cudney 
and Roxor Short, using an old gallon-size 
oil can, a bathroom mirror, two eyeglass 
lenses, some wooden spools, and nails. 

Gerald Winfield, ICA’s chief of com- 
munications staff, says blueprints and an 
instruction manual on how to build and 
use the projector are available from the 
agency's office at 815 Connecticut Ave., 
Washington, D. C. 


Back in the States 


Mrs. Elisabeth Elliot, missionary to 
the Aucas of Ecuador, and her four-year- 
old daughter, Valerie, are back in the 
United States for a rest. Both are re- 


ported well. Mrs. Elliot spent last year 
making friendly contacts with the sav- 
ages who killed her husband. 








through personal testimony—yes, talk- 
ing, if you please, to others about 
Christ. Could it be that we are 
ashamed of the Gospel, that we are 
afraid of being offensive to others if 
we speak of Christ?” 

MacAskill declared that it was “re- 
assuring” to hear Khrushchev “speak 
of peace and offer a concrete proposal” 
in his address before the United 
Nations. 

“Total disarmament to be accom- 
plished in a period of four years is a 
grand offer, something we all covet 
and desire. Now the real test comes 
when the premier will begin to do as 
he says.” 

In concluding the sermon, titled 
“The Divine Imperative,” the minis- 
ter said: 

“The task of Christian Education 
is to become more and more like 
Christ. The divine imperative is just 
as real and demanding today as when 
Christ first gave the commission.” 
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In peace as in war we are all Americans, patriots dedicated 
to the proposition that every man has been endowed by his 
Maker with certain inalienable rights such as freedom of 
speech, of assembly, and of worship. The political colonial- 
ism that attempted to make us slaves of an empire we thor- 
oughly repudiated on the battlefields of 1776. Our national 
integrity can be no stronger than our ability to declare and 
defend these liberties for all men, and expose any who dare 
seek to enslave the bodies and minds of men for their own 
ends. Such observations are common to all thinking people. 


We do well, however, to remind ourselves that at the heart 
of colonial enterprises was the desire to establish a political- 
economic monopoly over vast areas in distant continents. 
Spain, for example, managed to maintain an iron-clad 
system of shipping in and out of South American ports that 
made it impossible for all foreign vessels to reach those 
lands. Her political and commercial monopoly was impreg- 
nable for over 150 years! 


This incredible feature of Spanish 
colonialism might have been the pat- 
tern of life in North America had it 
not been for the bold resistance of 
& our founding fathers against all mo- 


nopolies of whatever description. 

They detested religious monopolies as 
strongly as they did political and economic restrictions im- 
posed by foreign powers. History offered them ample proof 
that not only governments and commercal interests adopted 
monopolistic devices to increase their hold upon other lands; 
the church imbibed the same spirit. Hence the Spanish con- 
quest of South America permitted the Jesuits to take advan- 
tage of this philosophy of monopolies and to insist that Latin 
American republics are Roman Catholic nations, that Protes- 
tant missionary activity there is a religious invasion of their 
lands. 


The same concept of colonialism lies back of the well pub- 
licized slogan, ‘Make America Catholic." It expresses the 
idea that from his papal throne in the Vatican City the pope 
exercises a monopoly of authority over an extensive colony 
of nations which constitute the Roman Catholic Empire. 
“Make America Catholic’’ implies that the goal of loyal 
Catholics must be the task of establishing such a monopoly 
of power in the political, social and economic life of our 
people that the conduct of our national affairs will be di- 
rected or dominated by the Roman Catholic Church. 


Any program, therefore, to make American Lutheran, Presby- 
terian, Baptist or Jewish would be equally intolerable. Funda- 
mental to our Constitution is just that separation of church 
and state which makes it impossible for any organized re- 
ligion to claim for itself a monopoly of power in the conduct 
of our national government. 


One of the major tasks of Christ's Mission is to keep America 
informed and to awaken Protestants in particular to the 
mounting peril of religious monopolism to their cherished 
freedoms. CHRISTIAN HERITAGE, our monthly magazine, is 
dedicated to this task. Write us today for a sample copy. 
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NEWS 


Expecting Too Much? 


Plans for discussions between Roman 
Catholic Eastern Orthodox theolo- 
gians_ preliminary 


and 
to the forthcoming 
Ecumenical Council 
shelved 


indefinitely, accord- 


ECUMENICAL 
MOVEMENT 


ment made by the “Sacred Congregation 


have been 


ing to an announce- 


for the Oriental Church” in Vatican City 
last month. The announcement did not 
spell out the reason for cancellation, but 


unofficial sources said two factors were 


A Great 
Christian 


“THEY ‘we 

LOOKED \ 
FOR A 

CITY” 


@ The incredible true story of a Jewish family 

@ Eastern Europe and their bitter struggle for 
survival. You see Jews ridden down by savage 
Cossacks . . . exodus from Poland . . . flight from 
war-torn Germany . .. a mother’s miraculous 
deliverance . . . a joyous family reunion at an enemy 
border. Forty minutes of breath-taking action in the 
storm-tossed career of a Hebrew-Christian family 


caught in the rip-tide of war and race hatred. One of 


the most dramatic, heart-stirring Christian film 
experiences of your life. 


Adapted from the book, “They Looked for a City,” 
ty Lydia Buksbazen. Write today for rental bookings 
seginning Jan. 1, 1960. 


16 mm Natural color Sound 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 


Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 
Rev. Victor Buksbazen, General Secretary 


330-C Witherspoon Bidg., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
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Missionary and Relief Society, lac. 


Please book the film “They Looked for a 
City” for 


or 


(date (alternate date) 
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involved: publicity already given the 
proposed discussions, and demands that 
Protestants also take part in “truly ecu- 
menical” discussions. 

Roman Catholic observers are 
said to have developed fear that advance 
publicity had given rise to “false and 


Some 


unrealizable hopes” of an early recon- 
ciliation between Rome and the Ortho- 
dox bodies. 

The Roman Catholic-Eastern Orthodox 
talks were to have taken place in Venice 
next summer or fall with 10 representa- 
tives from each church participating. 


Rental $25.00 
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Campus Expansion 


A contemporary-design library was 
dedicated last month on the grounds of 
Wesley Theological Seminary in Wash- 
ington, D. C. The new edifice, built at 
a » coos of 6665000. 
THEOLOGICAL _ is the fourth on the 
EDUCATION year-old campus. 
Some 31,125 vol- 
umes are stacked on its shelves and 
there is room for about 60,000 more 
One of them is a Bible once owned by 
John Wesley. Methodist Bishop G. 
Bromley Oxnam presented it to the 
library from his personal collection. 
Wesley’s sister school in Northwest 
Washington, American University, is co- 
sponsoring another Bible television course 
this fall in cooperation with the National 
Capital Area Council of Churches. More 
than 1,000 persons have signed up for 
the course, 125 of them for college 
credit. Hour-long lectures are given each 
Saturday morning over television Station 
WMaAL-TV. Teachers are Dr. Edward 
W. Bauman, professor of religion, and 
Reformed Rabbi Balfour Brickner. 
Other campus religious developments 
—Phillips University, a school of the 
Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ) 
in Enid, Oklahoma, plans to launch a 
$3,000,000 building and remodeling pro- 
gram early in 1960. 
—Judson Baptist College began its 
fourth academic year on a new, 30-acre 
campus in Portland, Oregon. 


Enter Complication 


Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, general sec- 
retary of the World Council of Churches, 
said last month that the ecumenical 
movement has moved into a new stage of 
development characterized by “extension, 
complication and development.” 

Visser ’t Hooft addressed students and 
guests at the opening session of the 
eighth term of the Graduate School of 
Ecumenical Studies at the Ecumenical 
Institute of the WCC, located just out- 
side Geneva, Switzerland. 

“We see that unity cannot be a unity 
that is empty,” he declared, “it must 
at the same time be a unity that is 
renewal. The question arises—is it the 
task of the World Council to bring the 
churches together and then they draw 
their own conclusions, or should the 
World Council at certain points give 
certain direction to the churches?” 

The WCC leader described the ecu- 
menical movement as “far more compli- 
cated” since the emergence of Roman 
Catholicism and Russian Orthodoxy as 


“potentially active” centers of ecumenism. 
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A Complete Teaching Aid for all 
Denominations on the 
INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS 
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grades 
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*% Audio Visual 
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COMMENTARY 
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WHOLE BIBLE 


By Jamieson, Fausset 
and Brown 
A verse by verse com- == 
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laymen, 
“The greatest one-volume com- 
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How? 


‘Have you wished for a 
simple, practical—and 
EFFECTIVE way to win 
people to Christ? 


“HERE’S HOW!”, now in 
its 9th edition, is a PROVEN 
way—so potent—that 

, 17,000,000 copies of this 
effective booklet have been distributed world- 
wide. It is brief, yet so complete and con- 
vincing it has led countless thousands to 
accept Christ as Lord and Savior. 


“HERE’S HOW!” is a rare gem of truth—so 
simple even a child can understand it . . . so 
eripping you "ll read it through without 
stopping. Non-sectarian, it is acclaimed by 
thousands as effective where other means have 
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‘Life 
Indianapolis, sometimes referred to as 
“the graveyard of evangelism,” saw spirit- 
ual stirrings last month which had no 


precedent in the 
MASS Hoosier capital. 
EVANGELISM 


Evangelist Billy 
Graham and his 
team were drawing capacity crowds to 
the Indiana State Fairgrounds Coliseum 
during a month-long crusade. Attendance 
averaged approximately 13,000 nightly. 


in Graveyard 


Bishops’ Rejection 


A government bill amending the con- 
stitution of the Orthodox Church in 
Greece and providing drastic changes in 
its internal administration was in effect 
rejected by the church’s Assembly of 

Bishops last month 
CHURCH 


in favor of a 
AND STATE 


counter-measure 

sponsored by the 

hierarchy. The government legi islation, 

passed by the Chamber of Deputies last 

April, was scheduled for discussion and 

approval by the bishops prior to its sub- 

mission to the Greek Parliament for final 

passage. Instead, they ignored the bill 
and adopted counter-proposals. 

Among provisions of the state bill not 
accepted by the hierarchy were settle- 
ment of major church matters by govern- 
ment decrees; permanent assignment of 
bishops to their dioceses without subse- 








quent transfer; and state-determination of | 


diocesan boundary revisions. 
Adopted as resolutions by the bishops’ 


assembly were proposals for continuation | 


of the traditional Orthodox policy of 
“transferability” 
of boundaries by a committee of three 
bishops and three civil officials. 


financial support was also sought. 


Chicago Banquet 
Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Executive 


Editor of Curistianrry Topay, 
will be keynote speaker at a ban- 
quet to be held in Chicago’s Palmer 
House on Friday evening, Novem- 
ber 20. His topic will be “The 
High Cost of Low Ideals.” 


News commentator Paul Harvey 
will serve as master of ceremonies 
and George Beverly Shea will sing. 

Host for the banquet is W ‘liars 
C. Jones, Los Angeles typographer. 
Sponsors include J. Howard Pew, 


Billy Graham, Herbert J. Taylor, 


Faris D. Whitesell, 
Robert E. Wood. 


and General 





Added | 


of bishops and setting | 


| 
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Chicago Man Reveals 
How to Make Money 


-writing short paragraphs 





Now anyone who can write a sentence in 
plain English can write for money without 
spending weary years “learning to write.” 


For many years now, thousands of amateur 
“spare time authors” have been selling con- 
tributions to magazines and earning 5-10 
times more per word than famous writers. 


)Mr. Benson Barrett was one of those peo- 
ple. By using a method known to only a few 
people, he enjoyed a steady income and made 
enough money in spare time to pay for a 
fine farm near Chicago, Illinois. Finally, he 
decided to share his secret with others. Since 
then, he has shown a number of men and 
women how to write for money—without 
tedious lessons or study or practice. And many 
of these people started mailing contributions 
to magazines less than two weeks after start- 
ing with Mr. Barrett’s plan! He simply 
showed them what to write, what form to 
put it in, who to send it to. 


Mr. Barrett’s plan also shows you a sim- 
ple method for getting ideas by the hundreds, 
and a list of more than 200 magazines which 
will buy short paragraphs from beginners. In 
short, he shows you a method, an angle—a plan 
for starting to write right away for money. 

If you would like to write 20 or 30 short 
paragraphs a week and get back a lot of 
small checks in the mail, send a card today 
for full particulars, Free. No salesman will 
call on you. Write: Mr. Benson Barrett, 
7464 N. Clark St., Dept. 215-L, Chicago 26 


Please mention CurisTIANrTy TopDAy 
when you write to advertisers. 






YOUR CHOICE 
OF 31 ALBUMS 
12” LP, HEFI 
OR STEREO 


Send Ne Money 


. pF yaa details and catalog! 

§ name 

B address 

i city (), state 


' FRIENDSHIP RECORD CLUB 


4 P.O. BOX 3127, WHITTIER, CALIF 
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BROADMAN 
PRESS 


nnounces 
A New BOOK... 


by C. ROY ANGELL 


one of your favorite 
authors writes about... 


THE PRICE TAGS OF LIFE 


The wisdom and wit of one of 
America’s favorite spiritual leaders 
appears throughout this colorful col- 
lection of his devotional sermons. The 
twelve sermons feature simple themes 
closely related to everyday experiences 
—thanksgiving, loyalty, personal re- 
sponsibility, spiritual health, courage, 
and many others. Each topic is based 
on a passage of Scripture and high- 
lighted by vivid illustrations from the 
author’s background. 

$2.75 


ALSO BY 
om 0) Ge.) | c) 3 5 Ss 


IRON SHOES 


Presents simple, eternal truths in the 
warm, unforgettable style of this 
master storyteller. A best seller in 
Christian nonfiction. 

$2.00 


BASKETS OF SILVER 


Sparkles with apt examples. Uses the 
theme of God’s love for individuals, 
his plan for their redemption, and his 
call to abundant living. 

$2.00 


At your favorite bookseller 


BROADMAN PRESS 


Nashville, Tennessee 


MORE QUESTIONS ON 


Postmaster General Arthur E. Sum- 
merfield’s adjoining comment on the 
moral peril of smut in the mails leaves 
some unanswered questions. Among 
these queries, posed by CurisTIANITY 
Topay’s editorial staff, were the fol- 
lowing: 

@ By what standards is material to 
be judged obscene? 

@ Has the Post Office lost face in 
some efforts to combat pornographic 
literature by being forced to wage the 
wrong battles in the wrong places at 
the wrong times? 

@ Is there danger that, by resorting 
to censorship to cope with the perils 


SUMMERFIELD 


(Cont'd from p. 25) ity from the mails. 
We have testified before the Congress as 
to the seriousness of this problem. We 
have exposed this racket in considerable 
detail to the press, the radio and TV. 
We have made numerous speeches about 
this menace before many religious, par- 
ents’ and women’s groups around the 
country. Right now the Postal Inspec- 
tion Service is spending a major portion 
of its time on pornography cases. In the 
past year it obtained 45 per cent more 
convictions than in the previous year. 


Q: Has the Department been able to 
tighten the laws dealing with obscenity? 
A: Yes. With the aid of a cooperative 
Congress, legislation was enacted about 
a year ago which now makes it possible 
to prosecute dealers in obscenity in the 
areas where their materials are received 
and do the most harm. Formerly, these 
prosecutions were held only at the source 
of distribution of the material, usually 
in the Los Angeles and New York City 
areas. Unfortunately, the liberal views 
of the courts in these two areas did not 
produce sentences and fines commensu- 
rate with the seriousness of the crimes. 
Under the new law, far better results 
are being achieved and many of these 
offenders are now going to jail for con- 
siderable periods of time. 


Q: How do you meet the criticism that 
the power granted the Postmaster Gen- 
eral to keep obscene materials from the 
mails is a threat to freedom of the press 
and free enterprise? 

A: I think the best answer I can give 
to that question is to repeat what I said 
on September 18, 1959, in a talk here in 
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SALACIOUS MAILINGS 


inherent in freedom, good men mak- 
ing desirable restrictions for good 
reasons may unwittingly provide a 
precedent enabling bad men to make 
undesirable restrictions for bad rea- 
sons? 

@ Does reliance on censorship expect 
too much from law and imply cyni- 
cism about other dynamisms for social 
reform? 

@ Can the rising tide of porno- 
graphic mailings and allied problems 
perhaps be met in part by a more 
effective Christian witness shaping 
higher ideals and morally constructive 
literature? 


Washington before the Public Relations 
Society of America, which I quote: 
“The entrenched racketeers them- 
selves, of course, will fight legislation 
fully capable of dealing with this vicious 


7 tp 


THEY WILL 


MY treasure 


For that special person you want to remem- 
ber with something of Christian significance 
and lasting beauty, choose one of these 
gorgeous new gifts by Standard! 


TREASURY \ 
OF BIBLE 
MASTERPIECES 


This one-volume art gallery in full color 
combines the beauty of King James Version 
with 65 works of old masters and contempo- 
rary painters to highlight the Bible. Truly a 
book to be cherished as a family treasure, 
devotional guide and Bible study aid. Nothing 
like it. Large pages 9 x 12”; tan buckram 
binding. SPECIAL Pre-Christmes price $8.95 


SHEPHERD 
MOSAIC 


Genuine mosaic art is colorful Venetian glass 
tiles imported from Italy. An exciting new 
activity for hobbyists, shut-ins, women’s 
circles, young people and schools. Simply 
cement glass tiles on numbered masonite 
pattern, 18 x 24”. Each color of tile in sepa- 
rate bag. Cutting tool and full instructions. 
AT YOUR BOOKSTORE, or 
STANDARD PUBLISHING, Cincinnat 
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racket with everything at their command. 
This includes the use of pawns who, 
knowingly or unknowingly, sometimes 
serve their cause by raising pious cries of 
‘censorship,’ ‘freedom of the press,’ ‘civil 
liberties,’ and so forth. 

“Some of these pawns will say, of 
course, that they are not defending mer- 
chants of filth—they are in sympathy 
with the effort to stop pornographic mail- 
ings—but then, they will add, we dare 
not trample on the ‘civil liberties’ of 
these poor merchants of filth, even 
though they are mailing to children, and 
so we must leave things as they are. 

“All this, may I say, is utter and 
deadly nonsense. Our society has many 
major provisions that protect minor chil- 
dren from corrupting or dangerous in- 
fluences. 

“Preventing the peddling of porno 
graphic materials to children is no more 
a violation of civil liberties than is pre- 
venting the sale of liquor or dope to 
these children, or withholding automobile 
drivers licenses from them until they are 
capable of driving. 

“The nation or community which does 
not fully punish persons guilty of any of 
these crimes is tragically failing its duty.” 


Q: Is your crusade against obscenity 
meeting with success? 

A: We have been very much encour- 
aged by the splendid help we have re- 
ceived from the press, radio and TV in 
publicizing the seriousness of this situa- 
tion. We have also been encouraged by 
the many resolutions received from reli- 
gious, civic, parents’ and women’s groups 
endorsing the department's efforts. Many 
members of the Congress have helped 
mightily by endorsing our efforts and by 
speaking out against obscenity. 

I do not mean to imply in any sense 
of the word that our efforts have met 
with final success. It will take a lot of 
hard, aggressive work on a continuing 
basis to effectively dry up this social 
blight. 


Q: Are you optimistic over the final 
outcome? 

A: I am optimistic. I feel that if our 
decent-minded citizens work together in 
the ways I am listing below that the 
final outcome will be a successful one. 
We must all unite: 1. to help close 
loopholes and strengthen the legislation 
in this field; 2. to work closely with 
all civic-minded organizations that join 
you in this effort; 3. to communicate 


to parents, and the public, the steps that 
the Post Office Department is under- 
taking and to secure their assistance and 


cooperation; 4. to help mobilize com- 
munity support behind adequate law en- 
forcement of local ordinances or state 
laws; 5. to contact municipal, state and 
federal legislators and urge their support 
of legislative efforts to keep obscenity out 
of the mails; 6. to urge maximum en- 
forcement everywhere of federal legisla- 
tion covering the mailing of obscene 
materials to children. 

Following this program will assure a 
complete victory for decency and dignity 
in our nation—a victory for our children 
and their future in a better America; 
and in this victory over obscenity Ameri- 
can ministers will play a vital role in 
which the readers of CurisTianrry To- 
pay will have a powerful voice. Thank 
you again for your invaluable help and 
your continued enthusiastic interest in 
the crusade against mail order obscenity. 


Outlawed Smut 


A new Pennsylvania law prescribes a 
$2,000 fine and two years in jail for 
persons convicted of trafficking in ob 
scene literature. 








CHOIR*PULPITe ROBES *% 


Rich in beauty, Reverent 
elegance in every line—for Junior, 
Choirs and Clergy. Send for 

free satalog. 
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1827 Church St. Nashville, Tenn. 
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_ Coples in Print 
IRIED 
New Tesiament 


“. . « It ia the most wonderful trans- 
lation. . . . Get one!”—Billy Graham 


am 9" sha 9" meg 


At All Bookstores 


THE 


ZONDERVAN PUBLISHING HOUSt 


Grond Rapids 6° Michigan 





UMAR CM OIF ALCL MLOILTe 


wants to EARN $10,000 A YEAR 


or up to $100 a week 
in your spare time... 





“| DID 
IT—AND 
YOU CAN, 


Pees 
says ED HAM 








“My association with Rudin 
started over 5 years ago. While 
pastoring a church, I was faced 
with added financial needs. The 
Rudin program was my answer 
-—and later became my full-time 
vocation. 

“The American home is the 
No. 1 schoolroom for moulding 
character and teaching the right 
sense of values—especially spirit- 
ual — but parents need the best 
help available. Talking to them 
about Christian training in the 
home became a wonderfully sat- 
isf ying investment of my time, as 
well as most rewarding finan- 
cially. 

“$10,000 is within your reach, 
too. I recommend you try it.” 


MAIL COUPON 
TODAY 






SSE 


| Yes, I’m interested. Name. 


1 Please send me com- 
plete information on 
your program. 


do as Ed Ham and hundreds of other men and 
women have done—join John Rudin & Com- 
pany, which has been in business more than 
36 years and is highly respected by Christian 
leaders in every Protestant denomination. Our 
plan is unique—it has no competition. 

Every Christian home in your town and sur- 
rounding communities is a prospect. You work 
on a proven lead system—no “cold canvassing” 
—no deliveries—no investment to make. 


Here are a few examples of what people are 
doing: Mrs. Helen E. Hiatt made $483 in her 
first six-week period, part time; J. C. Robison 
earned over $15,000 this past year; Rev. Nor- 
man Hammers, with full-time church respon- 
sibilities, made $597 in a recent month; Archie 
Kauffman, in his first week, earned $176.50; 
George Richards’ earnings totalled $10,000 for 
a year; and Mrs, Hazel Garberson, housewife 
and mother, has made from $3,985 to $5,400 a 
year part time, over a 15-year period. 

Fill in coupon below and we'll help you get 
started immediately. 
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JOHN RUDIN & COMPANY, INC. 
22 W. Madison Street, Chicago 2, lil. 


Dept. T-119 
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CAN YOU ANSWER 
Jehovah’s Witnesses? 
YOU CAN! 
Use the new booklet, “An- 
other Gospel” written by W. 
J. Schnell, author of the book 
“Thirty Years a Watchtower 
Slave.” Fill in the coupon be- 
low and MAIL IT TODAY! 


| LIFE MESSENGERS Dept. cr 
| Box 1967, Seattle 11, Wash. 




































































Yes, I need this help. Send me by return mail: 

.. Copies of “ANOTHER GOSPEL" 

| @ 15 for$1— 100 for$5 .. ae 
.....Copies of the book * = YEARS 

| A WATCHTOWER SLAVE 

| @ $2.95 each, S copies $12 . . 
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Please mention CHRISTIANITY TODAY 


when you write to advertisers. 


SRL 


“GOD IS MY LANDLORD” 
The story of “DYNAMIC KERNELS" 
in 45 minutes color-sound 


Write Mrs, Perry Hayden, “‘The Quaker Miller” 
Tecumseh, Mich., Dept. CT 




















































JOSEPH BROOKSHIRE 


Team Evangelist 
(Appointed by Methodist Church) 


City Wide and Church Missions 
Complete Plans and Procedure 

















For Detailed Information Write: 
Box 431 Lexington, Kentucky 














PEWS. PULPIT & CHANCEL 
PU Lee 4 


¥ WRITE FOR Free CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & Co. 
DEPT. 222, SCRANTON a tl 































THE FIRST 
CHRISTMAS 
Beautiful 
Color 
Slides 


BETHLEHEM JUDA—Set of 10—3” x2” 





























Slides. Views of Bethlehem, Shepherds’ 
: Fields, Church of the Nativity, etc., with 
* MANUAL a $2.50 








: Write for Catalog ‘eethads 700 scenes 
: (Slides and Filmstrips) of Bible Lands. 
THE MATSON PHOTO SERVICE 
1282 So. Highland Ave., o- Angeles 19, Calif. 



















Where Freedom? 
A 38-year-old Baptist pastor in Madrid, 


convicted of opening his church for wor- 
ship, was picking up support for an ap- 
peal last month. Pastor José Nufiez had 
been sentenced to a month’s imprison- 
ment and fined, 
eligible for an amnesty granted by Gen- 
eralissimo Franco in honor of the election 
of Pope John XXIII. 

In Washington, Protestants and Other 
Americans United called on U. S. Secre- 
tary of State Christian Herter to protest 
the Nufiez conviction. 
out that the Baptist pastor receives par- 
tial support from America and that “he 


but was said to be 


It was pointed 


@ The Protestant Episcopal Church 
plans to erect a new headquarters 


building in New York City. 


@ A move for erection of a “Christ 
on the Mountain” monument in the 
Black Hills National Forest in South 
Dakota has been given impetus by 
a Department of the Interior decision 
to reserve 224 acres for the site. Re- 
publican Senator Francis Case of 
South Dakota, who is spearheading 
the venture, said no federal funds 
will be involved. 


@ Sunday School promotion stunt: 
Dress a teacher’s 15-year-old son in a 
devil's costume and have him picket 
the church. Does it work? Police in 
Elgin, Illinois, investigating a com- 
plaint last month, found just such a 
“devil” in front of Foursquare Gospel 
Church. His placard read, “Foursquare 
Church Is Unfair to Sin—Be My 
Friend and Don’t Attend.” 


@ Christian Evangelist—Front Rank, 
a representative journal of the Chris- 
tian Churches (Disciples of Christ), 


is changing its name to The Christian. 


@ U. S. Unitarians plan to erect a 
memorial church in Springfield, Illi- 


nois, in honor of Abraham Lincoln. 


@ Dr. Robert Curl, head of the field 
education department of the Perkins 
Theological School at Southern Meth- 
odist University, has an expense-paid 
overseas trip coming to him courtesy 
of the Ministers Life and Casualty 
Union. The company has invited 
Curl to visit the mission field of his 
choice as an award for his having 





PROTESTANT 
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is a very important symbol of the free 
world in its struggle against dictatorship.” 

The influential Washington Post and 
Times-Herald called for the pressure of 
world opinion to lift the heavy hand of 


persecution of Protestants in Spain. 


“This is typical 


Protestant sects have undergone.” 


Nufiez was found guilty of defying 
authorities in breaking seals which had 
been placed on the doors of his chapel 
in suburban Madrid back in 1954. He 
told the court that the seals had dis- 
appeared when he entered the chapel in 
June, 1957, and he thought the holding 


of services was therefore permitted. 


PANORAMA 


received its twenty-five millionth bene- 
fit dollar. 


@ The British Broadcasting System, 
which has stipulated that every pro- 
gram be addressed to all who are 
listening, says it will make an excep- 
tion in the case of a new series of 
clergy lectures. The speakers—Angli- 
can, Roman Catholic, and Free—will 
be invited to address themselves spe- 
cifically to their own people. 


@ The Lutheran Service Commission 
will establish a service center for mili- 
tary personnel in Seoul, Korea. The 
commission, supported by the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council and the 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, 
operates 26 services centers through- 
out the world and gives financial aid 
to 16 U. S. Lutheran congregations 
which serve armed forces personnel. 


@ The Southern Presbyterian Board 
of Christian Education is considering 
an offer aimed at having the board 
move its headquarters from Rich- 
mond, Virginia, to Charlotte, North 
Carolina. Three Charlotte men prom- 
ise $250,000 plus sufficient land for 
a new building if the shift is made. 


@ Dr. Justin Vander Kolk was in- 
stalled as president of New Brunswick 
Theological Seminary last month at 
ceremonies marking the 175th anni- 
versary of the oldest divinity school 
in America. Established in 1784 in 
New York by Dutch Reformed 
churches, the school was moved to 
New Brunswick, New Jersey, in 
1810. Its campus adjoins Rutgers 
University. 


1959 


,” a Post editorial said, 
“of the kind of harassment which various 
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‘The Big Fisherman’ 


Simon Peter galloped furiously across 
the desert, a young Arab beauty at his 
side, both determined to rescue her lover 
from an evil king. And they said it 
couldn’t be done. ... Any pastor who is 
unpersuaded it ever happened may find 
the burden of proof on him as he under- 
takes his cathartic ministry. For there it 
is in Technicolor and Panavision, “The 
Big Fisherman” on celluloid, something 
author Lloyd C. Douglas hoped never 
would happen. And box-office prospects 
are very good. 

While galloping Peter, played uncon- 
vincingly by musical star Howard Keel, 
mercifully refrains from bursting into 
“Boots and Saddle,” the over-all impres- 
sion is that of an Arabian horse opera 
rather than a biblical epic. Hollywood 
has again invoked the golden combine of 
sex and religion. Diverse manifestations 
of the former are entrusted to the Arab 
lovers (the moviemakers give assurance 
that Arab passions are very warm) and 
to the adulterous Herod Antipas and 
Herodias, who provide a historic excuse 
for the usual fleshly, bacchanalian ex- 
cesses. Most of the responsibility for the 
religious element rides on the broad 
shoulders of Simon Peter, who often 
seems strangely peripheral to the story. 
“Arabian Nights” would seem a more 
apt title for the film—the big fisherman 
is never seen until the three-hour produc- 
tion is about a third over. A weak John 
the Baptist is the first biblical character 
to appear, preceding Peter by about 


seven minutes. 
Fiction and Facts 


But if Peter seems apocryphal com- 
pared to the canonicity of the Arab 
lovers, it must be remembered that there 
is here no pretense of a biblical story; 
rather, there is fiction woven around 
some biblical events. The only part of 
Peter’s life treated is his conversion and 
the purported events surrounding it. The 
fault lies in the fanciful and contrived 
character of the fiction as it appears on 
film. One senses uneasily that a twen- 
tieth-century love story has gotten mixed 
up with biblical history, and that the 
young heroine, who probably played her 
part as well as she was asked, should be 
taken from the Eastern intrigue and 
placed safely back on the U.C.L.A. cam- 
pus. During one extended portion of the 
picture, she is disguised as a boy, a situ- 
ation with possibilities which never fail 
to amuse Hollywood. 

History plus live imagination produced 
the following challenges to credibility: 









BREAKS THE PRICE BARRIER" ON COMMENTARIES 



















This new edition is “The best buy In 







evangelical commentaries on the market 
today,” according to DR. LLOYD KAL- 
LAND of Gordon Divinity School, Book 
Review Editor of Christian Life. 




















‘ Ellicott’s magnificent commentary, 





formerly available only in the 8- vol- 


ume set, is now completely restyled 

















and combined into a handy 4-double 





volume set, complete and unabridged, 





averaging more than 1100 pages per 






volume. 







Formerly $47.60 — 
Now Yours for Only $24.95! 

















CONTENTS OF FOUR VOLUMES: 
Volumes 1-2—Genesis through Il Samuel 
Volumes 3-4—Kings through Isaiah 
Volumes 5-6—Jeremiah through John 
Volumes 7-8—Acts through Revelation 


A ZONDERVAN PUBLICATION 
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@ “A careful reading and thorough study of Ellicott’s Bible Commentary wi!! prove that these 
volumes give evidence of scholarship dedicated to a thorough study in translation and ex 
planation of the Holy Scriptures . . . will help teachers teach with greater wisdom and 
preachers to preach with more exact knowledge of the meaning of the Scriptures . . 
utilization of these volumes will, for personal and congregational and pulpit enrichment, 
prove to be almost inestimable in value.’ 

Dr. G. Lee. Pastor of the Bellevue Baptist Church, Memphis, Tennessee. 
and Past-President of Southern Baptist Convention 
. . sane, scholarly treatment of the text. Without doubt, Ellicott's great work ranks as one 
‘a the outstanding standard commentaries - the Bible.“ 
» Ralph Earle, Professor of New Testament, Nazarene 
Theological Seminary, Kansas City, Missouri 
@ ‘Every Christian family should have family worship and keep available a good commentary 
Se answer questions . aris concerning the meaning o! certain sections of the Bible. Elli- 
2 Commentery is is ideal for this purpose because it illumines, explains and applies the 
Seriptuse. It is most helpful and inspirational.“ 
Dr. H. J. Ockenga,. Pastor, Park Street Church, Boston, Massachusetts 
@ “Ellicott joined with himself some of the greatest scholars in the English speaking world in 
ae production of this valuable commentary on the Bible. I have used it with great profit 
for a number of years.’ 
Dr. Charies Feinberg. Talbot Theologica! Seminary, Los Angeles, California 
= a is the one that I have used personally for many years with genuine profit, and I 
it to all my students \ the seminary. Its convenient arrangement makes .it very 
saable | for both ministers and a, 
‘Dr. Alva ]. McClain, resident of Grace Theological Seminary, Winona Lake, Indiana 































































































ORDER FROM YOUR BOOKSELLER 























“The Book of the Ages in the language of today!” 


THE BERKELEY VERSION OF 
THE HOLY BIBLE 


Gerrit VERKUYL, PH.D., D.D., Editor-in-Chief 


Large, clear type; easy-to-read paragraph form, 1248 pages; 
beautifully printed and bound. Helpful notes. Ideal for family 
or student use. 

Dr. Harold J. Ockenga, Pastor of Boston’s famous Park Street 
Church, says: “The Berkeley Version is easier to read, accu- 
rate, and with helpful explanatory notes. It will be widely 
used by laity and clergy alike.” 

































































Immediate Interdenom- Regular edition, cloth $ 6.95 

inational Acceptance! Deluxe gift edition, boxed. 10.95 

52,000 Copies in print! Genuine leather, black, boxed 
14.95 











At All Seokstecis ZONDERVAN PUBLISHING HOUSE 





Grand Rapids 6, Michigan 
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INSPIRATIONAL RECORDINGS BY... 


DR. LOUIS H. EVANS 


Minister-at-Large for the Presbyterian National Board of Missions 























THE IDEAL GIFT! 


CHRISTMAS - BIRTHDAYS 
WEDDINGS - ANNIVERSARIES 
HOME LIBRARY - CHURCH LIBRARY 


























LOVE, MARRIAGE AND GOD 


“Our Wedding Day/Were You Afraid?” 
“Marriage Prayer’ 
“Lead The Way For Me” 
‘What Are You Living For?” 
“| Was Wrong, | Am Sorry’’ 
“In-Laws Or Out-Laws?” 
“’Pray Together, Stay Together’ 












































WHEN HOME IS HEAVEN 


“'Prayer For A Child” 
“Remain Friends” 
“'We Are Not The Same”’ 
“Table Talk” 

“The World Is Your Family”’ 
“Make A Thrilling Choice’ 
“It Is Eventide” 






































BILLY GRAHAM: 















“ ; Dr Lowis HE vans when 
‘By far the finest thing Ruth and I have oe Home 
listened to. | wish every family could listen Heavei 











and profit as we have.” 














CATHERINE MARSHALL: 

“Dr. Evans’ recordings bring the rich experi- 
ence of his own family life, an articulate 
faith in God’s presence, and help in the 
home. They make the perfect gift.” 






































Informal heart-to-heart chats 
set to fine music. 3314 R.P.M, 
long-play albums. 




















If not available at your Book and Bible or Record Store, 
USE THIS COUPON FOR ORDERING 


TO: COMPAC RECORDS 
1595 Crossroads Of The World, Hollywood 28, California 


Enclosed find [_] Check [_] Money Order for amount of $ 














! 
{ 
| 
} ——__________ LOVE, MARRIAGE AND GOD $3.98 + 27c shipping. Total $4.25 each. 
| (Quantity) 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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_._ WHEN HOME IS HEAVEN $3.98 + 27c shipping. Total $4.25 each. 


(Quantity) 
Name —___ 


PLEASE i Address _ 
PRINT City aac 


® : A, (Zone) " (State) 





SPECIAL OFFER 


Compac will gift-wrap, enclose greeting card and mail 
albums to anyone you designate at no extra cost. 
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Peter is a widower whose deceased wife's 
clothes are used to good advantage fo1 
the wandering heroine; he fires James 
and John from his fishing operation for 
subversive religious ideas; during his 
conversion struggle, he displays all the 
petulance of a cowpoke whose saloon 
mates have caught him coming out of a 
meetinghouse; the account of his coming 
to Christ is most unlike the limited bib 
lical data on the subject—Andrew is 
heard to say “Peter, I think you've got 
that look!”; the last chase not only finds 
Peter enervating a horse but using his 
fishing boat and the Sea of Galilee fo 
a short cut (Arabia seems to crowd hard 
against Galilee’s eastern shore); Josephus 
claim for Machaerus Ceast of the Dead 
Sea) as the site of John the Baptist’s 
execution is passed over in favor of 
Tiberias, in Galilee, the story demanding 
the latter; Herod’s palace there is de- 
molished by an extra-biblical storm which 
seems to be required as a consequence of 
John’s beheading. 


Thought Processes Numbed 


Perhaps the film-makers were counting 
on the impact of the lavish sets (too 
clean to be true) upon the senses to 
numb the viewer's thought processes. 
Southern California’s brown hills pro 
vided an admirable setting for a rebuilt 
Tiberias, the lake in the background 
beautifully simulating Galilee. 

And credit is due the tasteful por 
trayal of Christ, seen only at a distance— 
apart from the appearance of an out 
stretched hand or part of a white robe. 
His voice is pre-eminent as the camera 
picks out the effect of his message as 
registered on the faces of listeners. 

But the contrast between the words of 
Scripture and those of the rather taste- 
less movie script was pathetically sharp. 
The religious message of the film pro- 
claimed peace among men and brother- 
hood between such as Jew and Arab. 
Hollywood does seem to have less trouble 
accepting Christ’s miracles than do lib- 
eral theologians, though it is to be feared 
their dramatic value may have more than 
a little to do with this. 

As the film draws to an end, the young 
Arab shouts to his true love, “Someday 
I'll come to you.” Fortunately, there 1s 
room for yet a couple of lines: Christ's 
enunciation of the two great command 
ments. Probably the best thing about 
this production is that millions of viewers 
will hear the ageless words of the Sermon 
on the Mount. One may perhaps hope 
that many will be encouraged to turn to 
the Scriptures in a necessary attempt to 
sift truth from fiction. F.F. 
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*« JUST IN TIME FOR 


* AD oe _z GLORIOUS tm 
- . | A NEW 


WORD ALBUM 


sy Paul Mickelson... 


conducting the Cathedral Symphony of 
London and the Paul Mickelson Choir... 


Christian music, performed i 


arco tai GLORY! GLORY! HALLELUJAH! / 


—— —— bring joy Battle Hymn of the Republic ¢ Lead On O King Eternal © The Glory of God in Nature * 
Same. This Is My Father's World ¢ A Mighty Fortress Is Our God ® God of Our Fathers * God 
THIS ALBUM INCLUDES That Madest Earth and Heaven @ Ail Glory, Laud and Honor ® All Creatures of Our God 


THESE FAVORITES: and King ¢ Onward, Christian Soldiers. W-7004-LP Monaural $3.98 WST-8034-LP Stereo $4.98 


OTHER BRAND NEW WORD ALBUMS TO HELP YOU SHARE YOUR FAITH DURING THIS SPECIAL CHRISTIAN HOLIDAY SEASON! 


ORDER THESE WORD ALBUMS FROM 
YOUR NEARBY BOOK AND BIBLE STORE WORD RECORDS, INC. + P.O. BOX 1790 » WACO, TEXAS 
OR MAIL THIS COUPON .. . TODAY! a Se ee ee ee ee 


G Christmas the following WORD ALBUMS 
i 


* KURT KAISER Piano 


Even Me @ Then Jesus Came @© He Hideth My Soul 

© This Is My Father’s World © His Eye Is on the 

Sparrow © Bring Them In @ Jesus Paid It All @ ALBUM NO. 

Swing Low, Sweet Chariot © Wayfaring Stranger @ | W-7004-LP monaural 
Lay My Sins on Jesus. W’ST-F ' te 


W-3093-LP Monoural $3.98 WST-8035-LP St $4.98 W-3093-LP monaural 


stereo 


® THE JOY OF CHRISTMAS W-3092- cof cccceoee Mmonatsal 


WST-S 
The Oklahoma Bison Glee Club W-3089-LP monaural 
Wearren Angell, Director p atin 


stereo 


A Christmas Roundelay @© The Holly and the lvy @ 

Carol of the Bells © That Holy Night © The First W307 LLP mneenee 
Noel @ A Christmas Medley © Mary Had a Baby ® ; ’ 
Gloria Fanfare ®@ Cantique De Noel @ Rudolph, the 
Red-Nosed Reindeer © Jingle Bells © Christmas Means 
[Sighting of Jesus @ Deck the Halls © Winter Wonder- TOTAL COST OF 


ALBUMS ORDERED $. TOTAL NO. 
W-3092-LP Monoural $3.98 WST-8036-LP S: $4.98 


@ REFLECTIONS ENCLOSED PAYMENT... 
The Dick Anthony Choristers 


Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus © Unworthy © The Lord's CASH CHECK 
My Shepherd @ Lead Kindly Light © The Wayfaring 

Stranger @ Just 2 Little While © The Sands of Time 

©® That Day at Calvary © The Garden of My Heart ® 

l Touched the Heart of God @ Abide With Me @ Lead NAME_ 

Me to Some Soul Today. 


Please print 
W-3089-LP Monourcl $3.98 WST-8032-LP St $4.98 


ADDRESS___ 
* WITH HEARTS AFLAME 


J. T. Adams and the Men of Texas 


CITY i 
Pass Me Not @ The Great Physician @ Send the Light 


© Kum By Ya © Take Up Thy Cross and The Old 

Rugged Cross @ Softly and Tenderly © Dry Bones @ 

lead Me to Some Soul Today © Great Gettin’ Up a 
Mornin’ @ O Lord, Is lt 17 © The Lost Penny. 


06119 
W-3071-LP Monaural $3.98 WST-8017-LP S! $4.98 
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Please send me the new WORD Catalog, FREE! 





Investment Securities 


LEON H. SULLIVAN 


INC. 


Three Penn Center Plaza 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
LOcust 4-4300 


Mutual Funds - Municipal Bonds 





ARE YOU MOVING? 
Or have you recently moved? Changes 
of address are promptly processed by our 


Circulation Department but please allow | 


six weeks for the magazine to arrive at 
your new address. 


THE STUDY OF OLD 
TESTAMENT THEOLOGY TODAY 


EDWARD J. YOUNG 


Dr. Young, Professor of 
Old Testament at West- 
minster Theological 

takes bold 


with modern 


Seminary, 
issue 
scholars who have dis- 
sected the Old 
ment 


Testa- 
into nothingness. 

Here is a clear, author- 

itative affirmation of 
the Old Testament as God’s revelation. 
With abundant references to the works 
of major American and European 
scholars, this is a supremely important 


book for all Chris- 
tians. $2.00 


ministers, students, 


THE BIBLICAL BASIS 
FOR INFANT BAPTISM 


DWIGHT HERVEY SMALL 


An extensive treatment 
of the 
of baptism, presenting 
the Biblical 
the baptism of infants 


Reformed view 


basis for 
and the use of sprin- 


kling. 


cusses 


The author dis- 
Biblical 


bearing on 


major 
passages 
baptism and the Cov- 


enant of Grace. From “ 

twelve years of study of current think- 
ing and classical literature relating to 
baptism, Dr. Small has developed this 
book to meet the needs of both minis- 


$3.50 


( yp, At your bookstore 
" FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY, Publishers 


ters and laymen. 


UNITED FUNDS: 


“Keep your conscience clear,” says the 
slogan, “with one gift a year.” 

The average wage earner dutifully 
makes out his check, perhaps anxious 
over committing such a sum in one lump, 
but nonetheless confident that 12 months 
will elapse before he is again solicited. 
He is less than enthusiastic as he hands 
over the check, aware that his money 
may aid some causes he does not endorse 
but realizing, too, that a single gift seems 
an expedient recourse. His motive for 
Muddled, to be sure. He has 
become a victim of the secularization and 
socialization of charity. 

Biblical priority for charity Calmsgiv- 
ing) is clear in I John 3:17: “But if any 
one has the world’s goods and sees his 
brother in need, yet closes his heart 
against him how does God’s love abide 
in him?” 


riVINO? 
giving: 


Christian charity is primarily a testi- 
mony. Christians give because God gave 
his Son. And Christ himself spoke much 
of almsgiving and stressed the underlying 
motive—love. 

From the time of the Early Church, 
Christians have kept up a concern for 
brethren in need, but these eftorts in 
recent years have been overshadowed as 
countless charities sprang up, detached of 
motivation. By the end of 
World War II, a lineup of secular fund 


religious 


appeals emerged from fall through spring 
and many more overlapped these on a 
regional basis. The multiplicity of cam 
paigns had become so wearisome that the 
prospect of a single, all-inclusive drive 
promised welcome relief. 

The new approach, a sort of voluntary 
communal giving system, was accepted 
quickly. There are currently more than 
2,000 “United Funds” or “Community 
Chests” operating in America. Their ad- 
vantages have been obvious from the be- 
ginning, but, now, disadvantages are 
increasingly being aired. 

One leading business figure notes that 
“it is paradoxical that the men who are 
most concerned with the inroads of so- 
cialism, are the principal supporters of 
socialism in the field of charity.” 

Another business man, who himself 
headed a united charity campaign in a 
large Southern city, admits that “a united 


drive destroys a lot of appeal or interest 
for the contributor.” In some respects, 
he says, it is “too cold.” 


Others, comparing united drives with 
separate campaigns, complain that over- 
head and promotion costs take too big 
a bite from federated monies, that single 
gifts rarely equal contributions given 
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1S CHARITY CHEAPENED? 


separately, and that the public is de- 
prived of choosing what it feels are the 
most worthy causes. 

These and other anxieties are working 
hard against organized philanthropy in 
the United States. In addition to inde- 
pendent charitable groups which have 
come out against united campaigns, some 
spokesmen within the cooperative circle 
are known to be increasingly troubled. 

The most significant objection to 
United Funds or their equivalents, how 
ever, Whereas for 
centuries Christians have given as an 
expression of love, this redemptive orien 
tation of Christian philanthropy is today 
forgotten, and they seem obliged now to 


turns on motive. 


donate more or less as a community ex 
pedient, sometimes sharing in causes they 
do not approve in order to help some 
other worthy project. Nowadays, criti 
cism of public charities is as common 
as enthusiasm. 

Giving that is characteristically Chris 
tian, is obscured. Religious 
and secular charities are swallowed up 


moreover, 


in the same budget. Organizations like 
the Salvation Army find themselves re 
cipients of allotments not unlike those 
given entertainment troupes of United 
Service Organizations (USO). 

Thus far, there is no direct indication 
that community solicitations adversely at 
fect church-giving. Last week the Na 
Council of Churches 


figures showing that overall contributions 


released 


tional 
by members of 40 (most inclusive total 
available) Protestant and Eastern Ortho 
dox denominations in the United States 
in 1958 increased nearly seven per cent 
The figures 
were announced by the Rev. T. K. 
Thompson, executive director of the De 
partment of Stewardship and Benevo- 
lence of the NCC in the 39th report of 
an annual series compiled from data sup 
plied by the denominations. 

Since community charity is voluntary, 
it serves somewhat as a check on the 
growing tendency to surrender welfare 
responsibility to the state. Yet commu 
nity agencies lack the dynamic for volun 
tarism inherent in revealed religion. 

As tensions in secularized charity 
mount, Christians are asking 
whether philanthropy ought not to begin 
a return to the canopy of the Church. 


over the previous year.* 


more 


*Per member giving for all purposes among the 
40 church bodies reporting was highest in the 
Free Methodist Church: $243.95. The next four 
highest averages were: Seventh-day Adventists, 
$217.31; Pilgrim Holiness Church, $194.85; 
Evangelical Free Church of America, $182.27; 
Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Inc., $153.87. 
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| SERMON QUARTERLY | 


Ward B. Chandler, D.D., editor. (Former 
editor Sermon Builder.) 128 pages. Fall 
issue contains: 


Eleven sermons, 
Preaching Program (Outlines); also 
a Three Month Prayer Meeting pro- 
gram; a complete series of Revival 
Outlines for a 12 day meeting by Rev. 
J. B. Maxwell (Ala.); Thanksgiving, 
Christmas and New Year sermon out- 
lines. Subscription rate: $4.00 annually. 


Sample Copy $1.00, Dept. C 


a Three Month 










S ft. egainst-woll 
rack holds 25 


Ne. 50 
coats and hots This 5 ft. portable 


rack holds 50 coats 
and hots 


CHECKROOM EFFICIENCY 
ANYWHERE 


Fach coat on a wooden hanger held spaced 
apart from every other; each hat in its 
individual space on a ventilated shelf. Save 
flor space —accommodate 5 people per 
square foot. Rigidly built for lifetime serv- 
ice—welded heavy gauge and square tubular 
furniture steel. Beautifully finished baked on 
enamel, Portable units come on large swivel 
casters. Checker Wall Racks are also avail- 
able in any length by the foot—fit in any- 
where. Mount on wall at any height. 
Standard equipment in churches, schools, 
restaurants, hotels, clubs—in fact, wherever 
there’s a wraps problem. Write for catalog. 


CK 550. 
VOGEL-PETERSON COMPANY 


Route 83 and Madison Street 
Elmhurst, Illinois 


E. U. B. Men 


The quadrennial International Con- 
gress of Evengelical United Brethren 
Men attracted 1,700 official registrants 
to Wichita, Kansas, last month. 

The men spent three days “sharing 
Christian fellowship, listening to ad- 
dresses, recharging their spiritual bat- 
teries, and mobilizing their efforts” to 
support the total program of the 765,000- 
member Evangelical United 
denomination. 

Principal speakers urged the men to 
channel their power to human need. 

Dr. D. Elton Trueblood, author and 
professor of philosophy at Earlham Col- 
lege, urged the men to work hard at their 
“other vocation’—that of winning men 
to Christ. Ernest Mehl, sports editor 
of the Kansas City Star, told them to 
make the present the “eighth day” of the 
week—the day of accepting Christ and 
doing the worthwhile things that usually 
are shoved aside. Bishop Harold R. 
Heininger of Minneapolis proposed an 
action program for making the Christian 
witness effective in politics, economic 
life and international affairs. And Bishop 
Reuben H. Mueller of Indianapolis 
asked the men to look for other men 
who are “hiding out” in the church and 
bring them back to a wholesome relation- 
ship with Christ and their brethren. 

Among highlights were a Communion 
breakfast at the Broadview Hotel and a 
Sunday worship service at the Wichita 
Forum. Members of E. U. B. churches 
in Wichita helped swell total attendance 
at the congress to nearly 5,000. 

William M. Fox of Connellsville, 
Pennsylvania, president of Evangelical 
United Brethren Men, presided. 


Brethren 


PEOPLE: WORDS AND EVENTS 


Deaths: Dr. William Warder Cad- 
bury, 82, medical missionary to China 
for 40 years, in Philadelphia... Dr. 
Elsie R. Graff, 84, physician who in 
the twenties helped Quakers fight 
famine in the Buzulux area of Russia, 
in St. Petersburg, Florida... Eliza- 
beth Knauss, 71, Christian author and 
leader in the formation of the Inde- 
pendent Fundamental Churches of 
America. 


Appointments: As dean of students 
at Union Theological Seminary, 
New York, the Rev. Charles Erwin 
Mathews ...as editor of the Luth- 
eran Standard, official periodical of 
the American Lutheran Church (to 


be formed in a three-way merger next 
spring), Dr. Edward W. Schramm... 
as editor of the Biblical Recorder, off- 
cial weekly of the North Carolina 
Baptist Convention, ]. Marse Grant 
...as pastor of Westwood Baptist 
Church in Dayton, Ohio, the Rev. 
S. M. Mulkey. 


Elections: As president of the new 
California Lutheran College being es- 
tablished as a joint effort of five 
Lutheran bodies, Dr. Orville Dahl 

.as president of Christian Busi- 
ness Men’s Committee International, 
Waldo Yeager...as president of 
Christian Writers of Canada, George 
M. Bowman. 
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The actual voices of Dwight Moody, 
Ira Sankey, Billy Sunday, Gypsy 
Smith, Peter Marshall and others 
come to life on... 


Yesterday's 
Voices ... 


A thrilling album filled with the 
messages of 14 of the greatest 
Christian Leaders of the past! 


NARRATED BY 
PANT PARVUERY 
&eew ad tetee el of & 





Featuring a moving narration by 


PAUL HARVEY 


Internationally-known 
only $4.98 


news commentator. 

Here is a true collectors’ item... created 
to bring back memories of the days of 
soul-winning evangelists, famous minis- 
ters and Christian vocalists...and to 
acquaint young people with those who 
shaped the Christian foundation of the 


20th century! 
Hear the Immortal Messages of: 
DWIGHT L. MOODY CHARLES M. ALEXANDER 
IRA SANKEY MEL TROTTER 
BILLY SUNDAY J. WILBUR CHAPMAN 
W. B. RILEY GEN. WILLIAM BOOTH 


HARRY IRONSIDES 
GYPSY SMITH 
GEORGE W. TRUETT 


HOMER RODEHEAVER 
PETER MARSHALL 
JOHN BROWN 


Thrill to the heart-warming narration of Paul 
Harvey as he sets the scene for each of these 
great Christians! 


ORDER “YESTERDAY’S VOICES” FROM 
YOUR FAVORITE BOOK AND BIBLE 
DEALER OR USE THIS COUPON 


WORD RECORDS, INC. BOX 1790 WACO, TEXAS 


GENTLEMEN: PLEASE SEND ME SS 
COPIES OF THE “‘YESTERDAY’S VOICES” ALBUM 
AT $4.98 EACH. 
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PLEASE SEND ME THE NEW WORD CATALOG 
.. » FREE! 
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IN SEARCH OF PROPER BALANCE 


What's Right with Race Relations, by Harriet Harmon Dexter (Harper, 
1958, 248 pp., $4); Segregation and Desegregation, by T. B. Maston (Mac- 
millan, 1959, 178 pp., $3.50); The Bible and Race, by T. B. Maston 
(Broadman, 1959, 117 pp., $2.50); and The Racial Problem in Christian 
Perspective, by Kyle Haselden (Harper, 1959, 222 pp., $3.50), are reviewed 
by Tunis Romein, Professor of Philosophy, Erskine College, Due West, S.C. 


This random collection of four books 
on race problems shows, upon examina- 
tion, an unexpectedly neat design and 
progression in the perspectives of the 
writers as well as the locations of thei 
home grounds. 

Harriet Dexter is from the North 

Ashland, Wisconsin), T. B. Maston is 
from the South (Houston, Texas), Kyle 
Haselden was South 
‘South Carolina) but went North, and, 
irrelevant perhaps but necessary to fulfill 


reared in the 


the demands of symmetry, the reviewer 
was reared in the North but went South. 
By now the reader should be alert to 
possibilities of subtle interplay between 








LEAD me 


to some soul today, O teach me 
Lord just what to say, 


Friends of mine are lost in sin, And cannot find their way. 


fact, perspective, and plain bias which 
seems hardly avoidable in this juxtaposi- 
tion of varied views about race problems. 
Mrs. Harriet Dexter's What's Right 
with Race Relations is attractively writ- 
ten, informed with a fantastic number 
of everyday happenings expertly pre- 
sented as if she had witnessed, or partici- 
pated in, every one of them. For anyone 
tired of the dismal side of race relations, 
this book ought to be a tonic with its 
wide coverage of good news in the 
schools and colleges, in labor, housing, 
transportation, sports, churches, voting, 
press, courts, and the armed forces. 
This good story, however, sometimes 






' remote regions of the Philippines, India, Pakistan, Iran and East Africa, our 
missionaries perform their inspired tasks. However, all the glorious work of 
winning souls for Christ is not done on the frontiers. If you cannot become a 
missionary yourself, give your prayers and cooperation as contribution. Each of 
these is a token of your love for the Lord Jesus Christ. Only by our joint prayers 
and action will others find the Lord as their Saviour too. 





Write today for FREE literature! 
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unintentionally creates a negative after- 
math, perhaps because it is too much the 
good side. Accenting what is true out of 
context detracts from the force of the 

truth. Saying what is right and positive 
is admirable, but saying it beyond what 
is warranted in the circumstances weak 

ens the author’s purpose, a point some 

what illustrated by Séren Kierkegaard’s 
story about the man who escaped from 
the asylum and resolved to prove that he 
was sane. This he did by telling every 

one he met that the earth was round, 
whereupon his neighbors got worried 
about him and put him back. 

In general I think Mrs. Dexter’s book 
speaks the language of a sizeable segment 
of our intellectual world which is con 
vinced that it is best to emphasize th: 
positive and to assume that things ar 
not so bad in the long run; that our cul 
ture is endowed with an immanent pre 
dilection for better ways and in spite of 
occasional distractions and disturbances, 
e.g. our current racial stresses, the gen 
eral progress is good basis for optimism 

Whereas her book is not on the whok 
religiously oriented (although some of 
the chapters are devoted to the churches 
and the “motivating power of religion”), 
T. B. Maston’s two books are theologi 
cally oriented, which is appropriate in 
view of his professorship at Southwestern 
Theological Seminary. And whereas Mrs 
Dexter looks at the Southern problem 
from a neutral corner, Mr. Maston does 
so in his own corner of the Southland. 

In The Bible and Race, the author 
discusses man in the image of God; the 
oneness of the family of men; the ques 
tion of who is our neighbor; being sub 
ject to the law of the land; and fallacious 
interpretations of the curse of Canaan. 
His theology is conservative, I think, al 
though in his Segregation and Desegre- 
gation he often seems to speak the same 
language as Harriet Dexter with the 
same liberal overtones. At other times 
Mr. Maston writes sharply and radically, 
reminding us of Mr. Haselden’s book 
which is yet to be discussed. 

For Mrs. Dexter the presentation of 
scientific findings to support the argu- 
ment of equality of races seems con 
sistent with her position, but for M: 
Maston, with his biblical orientation, 
these findings are interesting but not 
essential. Biblical truth is God-Truth 
somehow personally and existentially un- 
derstood, and any sub-personal verifica- 
tion scientifically bolstered seems an af- 
front to this kind of Truth. On the 
other hand it seems that Mr. Maston 
goes somewhat modern with his implica- 
tions that if we do not treat the Negro 
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right the Communists will make political 
hay, or that we must treat the Negro 
justly in order to enhance missionary 
programs in other lands. He would speak 
more authoritatively if he said that we 
must be constructively responsive to the 
Negro and all our other neighbors simply 
because this is God’s commandment, and 
this command is reason enough. 

Especially in Segregation and Deseg- 
regation we see signs of cross currents 
in Mr. Maston’s thinking about these 
problems. This is understandable in light 
of the author’s aim to discuss the prob- 
lems reasonably when reason must listen 
to the modern sociologist Cone of the 
author’s degrees is in sociology), and to 
the dictates of Christian ethics (teaching 
Christian ethics is his main work), also 
to high level church dignitaries Che is 
active in Baptist affairs in the South), 
and not the least to his neighbors on the 
grass roots level in Houston where race 
relations is indeed more than an aca- 
demic problem. Because reason tries to 
take into account the many facets of this 
problem, the book presents a well- 
tempered outline; but possibly it is a less 
forceful work than the crusading exhor- 
tations of Mr. Maston’s Baptist colleague, 
Kyle Haselden. 

Author Haselden acknowledges that 
he is a “protest” writer, no doubt nur- 
tured by a heritage of “eight known 
generations” of South Carolinians whose 
state historically was no mean performer 
in the art of protest. But now Mr. Hasel- 
den reverses the field by protesting with 
vigor against all forms of segregation the 
preservation of which is undoubtedly im- 
portant to his South Carolinian kinfolk. 

The author writes fiercely about race 
problems and prejudice, and his literary 
style is well suited to the temper of his 
convictions. We have been thinking of 
Mrs. Dexter’s book as a liberal presenta- 
tion and Mr. Maston’s books as a mix- 
ture: sometimes quite liberal, sometimes 
with a touch of the radical, and through- 
out with a gentle underlying conserva- 
tism. But of Mr. Haselden we must say 
that he is pretty definitely the radical 
member of the group. By radical I mean 
that he is deeply moved by the grim 
realities of evil in the world, and he 
wants action — forceful action wherever 
possible—immediately. 

The writer begins immediately with 
the Church and its shortcomings in the 
handling of race problems. She is “a 
mother of racial patterns . . . a purveyor 
of arrant sedatives . . . a teacher of im- 
moral moralities.” Then, in a _ well- 
ordered series of chapters, the author 
outlines the rights of minority groups, 





namely the right to have, the right to be- 
long, and the right to be. Finally, in the 
view that all men are of one blood, Mr. 
Haselden discusses the urgency of estab- 
lishing a racially united Church. 

Sometimes Mr. Haselden writes like a 
modern prophet with a constitutional 
antipathy to social quietism in his sharp 
demands for social action, and in this re- 
spect he proceeds appropriately as a 
Rauschenbusch lecturer. At other times 
the author sounds like an ancient prophet 
as he thunders down at proud entrenched 
and sinful humanity: “There is no sin 
which is not primarily or ultimately a sin 
against God. . . . Racial prejudice is an 
externalized and objectified form of that 
self-centeredness, a visible part of that 
invisible pride which must subdue all 
rivals and whose last rival is God. We 
can say, therefore, that prejudice, put 
theologically, is one of man’s several neu- 
rotic and perverted expressions of his 
will to be God. . . . Prejudice, all forms 
of it, is rooted in the sinful will of every 
man to surmount, by their extinction if 
necessary, all other men and at last to 
assault in final challenge the sovereignty 
of God. .. .” 

In many chapters, however, the author 
seems to concentrate so intensely on 
racial prejudice that he loses the pro- 
phetic perspective of human sinfulness 
in general. Indeed, “the Jew had his 
gentile; the Greek had his barbarian; the 
Roman his non-Roman . . . the Nazis 
. . . their non-Aryans; and now the white 
man has his Negro.” But surely the 
author could have added, “the integra- 
tionist has his segregationist and vice- 
versa.” 

What is worrisome sometimes about 
modern prophecy is the tendency to 
launch out on crusades which seem ad- 
mirable but which in the end turn out 
to be deep-seated rebellions or sublimated 
aggressions reflecting inner personal frus- 
trations. As the writer points out, race 
prejudice may often be an expression of 
inner frustration, but a wider look at our- 
selves may also indicate that some of the 
unnaturally intensified attacks and cru- 
sades against persons guilty of race 
prejudice may in themselves be signs of 
some sort of modern internal disturbance. 

In some ways it seems that Mr. Hasel- 
den combines Christian faith with a 
contemporary social reconstructionist out- 
look in his intense preoccupation with 
utopian goals. From a conservative view- 
point I admire the crusading spirit and 
the rigorous commitment to a cause, but 
what about the anticipated practical ful- 
fillment of these utopian visions? Ecu- 
menicity in the churches, integration of 
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> The Lord has given us a wide field 
of service among the Jews—as wide as the Jewish 
dispersion among the nations, as deep as their spirit- 
ual and physical distress. Our Savior has appointed 
us to the giving of the Gospel to these multitudes, the 
care for the hungry, the destitute, the widows and 
the orphans. 


> To face these people daily as we do 
is an experience which cannot be lightly dismissed or 
forgotten. The emaciated and undernourished child- 
ren are a special burden upon our hearts. We have 
seen the mothers and fathers sick with anxiety 
because they cannot provide their children’s needs. 
It makes us feel guilty that we have been favored 
with so much, when they have so little. 


> There is an even deeper need. We 
have witnessed the agony of soul of many in search 
of God's presence, His forgiveness and His love. Only 
Christ, the Bread of Life, can assuage their hunger. 


> From India, Israel, Europe, and 
from across our own American continent, the cry of 
God’s people Israel grips our hearts. 


> At this holiday season as we con- 
template our Lord’s abundant goodness to us, let us 
remember with love these brethren of our Lord in 
their hour of need. Help us bring Christ to them in all 
His saving power. 


> Your prayerful, loving and thankful 
help is urgently needed. His “well done, good and 
faithful servant” will be your reward. 
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MEMOGENDA is a 96-page book, wire bound 
in a flexible leather-like covering. The right 
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one for each item. Opposite pages are for 
additional memos . . . includes instructions 
for use, an annual reminder, 3-year calendar, 
and active telephone list. 


Price $30 a dozen F.O.B. factory, or send $3 
for sample, postpaid. Full refund if it isn't 
the best investment you ever made. 
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races, substantial strides toward the elim- 
ination of prejudice—how can these de- 
velopments come about when the Church 
is spiritually weak, numbed by the in- 
roads of secularism and materialism? The 
author himself points out that although 
blacks and whites are closer together in 
some ways, they are nevertheless in a 
deeper sense more tragically estranged 
than before. He mentions that an essen- 
tial problem for the Negro is to be 
wanted (actually an essential problem for 
us all). But how can he speak opti- 
mistically about the fulfillment of this 
deep personal need when the world be- 
comes daily more collectivized—grows in 
its inhuman tendencies toward deper- 
sonalization and increases in its fragment- 
ing impingements upon our daily lives? 

Sometimes our writers speak forcefully 
like ancient prophets; sometimes they 
speak not so convincingly like modern 
prophets. Possibly the unconvincing part 
reflects the disconnectedness of our times 
with a wedge being driven between our 
passion for the freedom and equality of 
men on the one hand and our concern 
for the redemption of their souls on the 
other. Surely one of the difficult prob- 
lems involved in the discussion of race 
problems from a Christian perspective is 
the question of a proper balance between 
what may be good and what must come 
first. Tunis Romein 


CELESTIAL VISITANT 


Jungle Pilot, by Russell T. Hitt 
CHarper, 1959, 303 pp., $3.75), is 
reviewed by Clarence W. Hall, 
Senior Editor, The Reader’s Digest. 


Here is surely one of the classic evan 
gelical biographies of our time. To the 
growing literature on that missionary 
epic called “Operation Auca” Russell 
Hitt has added an inspiring title. 

Readers of such books as Through 
Gates of Splendor and Shadow of the 
Almighty, as well as the many magazine 
articles done on the subject — most of 
which necessarily were able to touch 
only sketchily on Nate Saint and his part 
in the historic attempt to reach the sav- 
age Ecuadorian 
fuller account of the imaginative and 


tribe — will want this 


dedicated young flyer upon whose inge 
nuity the whole operation so largely de- 
pended. And for those—if there be any 
left—who have not yet been inspired by 
any other account of the five young mar- 
tyrs and their daring exploit for the 
Kingdom, this book could be no better 
introduction. For here, in the essence 
of one man’s life, is epitomized the spirit 
and dedication of all. 
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This is a book that should be in the 
library of every minister in the land. One 
could wish too that it could be placed in 
the hands and hearts of every Christian 
youth. Today’s young people, too shy of 
“heroes” these days, could find no better 
hero than Nate Saint. 

It is fortunate that Nate Saint has had 
for his Boswell so capable and sensitive 
a biographer as Russ Hitt. With the sure 
hand of the seasoned editor, Hitt has 
excepted from the vast bulk of Saint's 
carefully preserved letters, diaries, and 
other writings the most revealing anec- 
dotes and quotes, and knitted them to- 
gether into a fine portrait of a God- 
possessed man, 

As anyone knows who has read even 
the briefest extract from the famous Nate 
Saint letters and diaries, the young flyer 
had a striking talent for expressing him- 
self—colorfully, dramatically, and with- 
out benefit of those religious clichés that 
too often render evangelical writing in- 
comprehensible save to the sanctified. 
Hitt’s achievement is that he has resisted 
any temptation to paraphrase his sub- 
ject’s own language, and has allowed 
Saint to speak for himself. 

A life as great as that of Nate Saint 
is not made in a moment, but is the 
result of many influences and experi- 
ences. Recorded here are the inspiring 
facts of life that made the colorful flyer 
what he was: the boyhood in the lively 
Saint household, the careful Christian 
nurture by godly parents; the tempta- 
tions met and overcome; Saint's early 
love affair with aviation; the buffeting 
adventures of army and college life; the 
tender love between Nate and Marj 
(surely one of the choicest examples of 
Christian wifehood in modern litera- 
ture); the battles with himself and the 
calling to missionary service he could 
not dodge; his inventive genius in flying 
the rickety “celestial rafts” provided by 
the shoe-string missionary fellowship and 
which he patched up into something re- 
sembling flying machines; the inception 
and denouement of the audacious effort 
to reach the Aucas. 

In the author’s words: “Birth is the 
beginning and death the end of the life 
chronicle of most men. But there are 
those, like Nate Saint and his four com- 
panions, who learn to walk with God 
and live in the dimension of the eternal. 
They are in the true spiritual succession 
of Abel of whom it was said, ‘He being 
dead yet speaketh.’ ” 

Through this deeply moving book, 
Nate Saint will indeed go on speaking. 
His “witness” has just begun. 
Crarence W. HA 
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Institute ever missed a single pay- 
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a A Moody Bible Institute representative pays 
these long-time annuitants a visit. 











Mrs. W. also adds: 
*‘We’ve experienced the wonderful satis- | 
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COMMUNICATING THE GOSPEL 


Two Thousand Tongues To Go, by 
Ethel E..Wallis and Mary A. Ben- 
nett (Harper, 1959, 308 pp., 
$3.95), is reviewed by Frank W. 
Price, Director of Missionary Re- 
search Library. 


At the end of the fifteenth century 
there were 14 translations of the Bible, 
at the end of the seventeenth century 
there were 53, at the end of the nine- 
teenth century there were 575, and now 
the Bible or parts of the Bible have been 
translated into more than eleven hundred 
languages and dialects. All around the 
world they can say, “We hear them 
speak in our tongues the wonderful 
works of God.” 

The translation of the Holy Scriptures 
is a miraculous and fascinating story. 
Missionary history is full of accounts of 
men and women who have been threat- 
ened, beaten, and even killed because 
they dared to bring the Word of God 
to people who had not read or could not 
read it. Tyndale and Wycliffe paid the 
price of suffering when they gave us the 
first English translations of the Bible. 
Many on all continents have followed 
in their train. 

We know of the great work of the 
Bible societies in the past two centuries. 
That the days of pioneering in Bible 


| translation are not over is clearly revealed 
| in this well-written, exciting book about 


the Wycliffe Bible Translators. Although 
the Bible is available today to 95 per 
cent of the world’s people in languages 
familiar to them, there still remain hun- 
dreds of tribes in the Americas, Africa, 
and the isles of the Pacific which do not 
possess even one of the Gospels in their 
own tongue. And these, the 875 Wy- 
cliffe missionaries believe, are just as 
precious in the sight of God as the 
nations and civilizations for which the 
whole Bible has been translated. 

It began when Cameron Townsend 
went as a colporteur of Spanish Bibles 
to Guatemala in 1917. He took an in- 
terest in the Indian tribes people in the 
markets, with their strange dialects. The 
movement to reach the Indians grew, and 
in 1933 the Wycliffe Bible Translators 
was born, along with its famous Summer 
Institute of Linguistics. From Central 
and South America the Translators have 
reached out to New Guinea and the 
Philippines and other areas. The bold 
enterprise has fired the imagination of 
Christians everywhere. Even political 
leaders like President Cardenas of 
Mexico and President Magsaysay of the 
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Philippine Republic have paid the Wy- 
cliffe missionaries high tribute. Here is 
a difficult, scientific adventure, calling 
for thorough preparation in languages 
and linguistics, unremitting study of 
primitive social life, and daring faith. 
Here is an effective means of evangeliz- 
ing the “regions beyond” and a way of 
civilizing unlettered and often savage 
tribes. 

The “two thousand tongues to go” are 
the languages of an estimated two thou- 
sand tribes, large and small, yet to be 
reached with the Christian message. 
Some of these have but a few hundred 
people; some of the tongues spoken are 
dialects related to one another; other 
languages are spoken by larger numbers. 
But even though this total “un-Bibled” 
population may be but a few score mil- 
lions, the task of giving them God's 
Word in their native speech is one of 
the greatest challenges of the modern 
missionary enterprise. The men and 
women answering this call would be the 
last to call themselves heroes, but their 
names are certainly worthy of a place in 
any twentieth century postscript to He- 
brews chapter II. 


FRANK WILSON PRICE 
PROCLAIMING THE MESSAGE 


Preaching, the Art of Communica- 
tion, by Leslie J. Tizard (Oxford 
University Press, 1959, 107 pp., 
$2.25), is reviewed by Andrew W. 
Blackwood, Professor Emeritus of 
Homiletics, Princeton Seminary. 


This is a series of five inspirational 
addresses by the most recent successor 
(recently deceased) of R. W. Dale and 
J. H. Jowett at Carr’s Lane, Birmingham, 
England. From a doctrinal viewpoint 
he is more liberal than Jowett or Dale. 
The writer says many bright, clever, and 
suggestive things about “What Preaching 
Is,” “The Personality of the Preacher” 
(two chapters), “The Art of Communi- 
cation,” and “Pastoral Preaching.” This 
last chapter is perhaps the most nearly 
original. 

Any pastor who already knows what 
to preach, and why, can profitably read 
this book as an example of style rather 
than content. No one ought to buy such 
a little book solely for inspiration, but 
any mature servant of God can learn 
from this Britisher something about pre- 
senting familiar ideas in a form clear, 
pleasing, and at times forcible. Would 
that we evangelicals were as careful and 
skillful in preaching the different Gospel 
in which Jowett and his hearers found 
delight! Anprew W. Biackwoop 
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<a R cligsious Thoughe 


IN A RECENT ARTICLE published in the 
fall issue of University and titled “Why 
Doesn’t Johnny Laugh?” Professor Eric 
Goldman of Princeton impales what he 
calls the “creeping picty . . 


. which has 
now slithered its way to astounding pop- 
ularity.” Such things as the dial-a-prayer 
plan of New York's Fifth Avenue Pres- 
byterian Church and hit songs like “I’ve 
Got Religion,” “Big Fellow in the Sky,” 
and “The Fellow Upstairs” are among 
his horrible examples. Leaving aside the 
question of in any way classing a well- 
meant prayer plan with current juke box 
blasphemies, one wonders whether the 
professor may not have missed the point. 
For he goes on to say, “Our faces are 
straight, our thoughts are doggedly con- 
structive, our ramparts are high and wide 
against the man who belly laughs. The 
real menace to America is not commu- 
nism at all. Sometimes I think we are 
just going to bore ourselves to death.” 


‘ The Bible places no embargo on 
humor and joy. “A merry heart,” says 
Solomon, “doeth good like a medicine.” 
One of the chief Old Testament words 
tor “blessed” means “happy,” the beati- 
tudes describe not the solemnly pious but 
the genuinely happy man, and Scripture 
is full of words like “joy” and “rejoice.” 
But there is, as the Preacher reminds us, 
“a time to weep and a time to laugh.” 
And though there is a good deal that 
makes sense in Dr. Goldman’s outburst 
against religiosity and drab conformity, 
nevertheless to suggest that lack of laugh- 
ter is a greater menace than communism 
looks like a judgment respecting the need 
of the day that is somewhat out of focus. 

Actually the great internal menace to 
our nation is not a “creeping piety” but 
rather the creeping secularism that has 
insinuated itself into all areas of national 
life, religion not excluded. 

In the wake of the Khrushchev visit, 
we may well ask ourselves some ques- 
tions like these: Can it be that, despite 
our violent reaction against communism 
and all its works, many of our people are 
already well on the road to adopting one 
of its major tenets—namely, the assump- 
tion that materialism and practical athe- 
ism constitute a valid way of life? 
Granted that most Americans deplore 
communism as an economic system, what 
about the infiltration of our culture by 


the self-same atheistic spirit that is in- 
tegral to dialectical materialism? In short, 
is there a tendency in so church-going 
a nation as this toward a secularism that 
amounts to nothing less than atheism by 
default? 

Such questions leave us with an un- 
easy feeling that, along with our satistac- 
tion at the mounting wave of church- 
membership and at the wide hearing ac- 
corded the Gospel, secularism may be 
more deeply rooted in our culture than 
we realize. And what is secularism? To 
put it bluntly, it is simply a respectable 
way of spelling godlessness. 


€ Consider a few symptoms of the secu- 
larism that tends to negate a great deal 
of Sunday-go-to-meeting religion. Take, 
for example, the spirit of secularism in 
education. To borrow one of C. S. 
Lewis’ titles, American education is to- 
day a victim of “The Great Divorce,” the 
disunited parties being in this case edu- 
cation and God. Admitting the great dif- 
ficulty of relating the principle of sep- 
aration of Church and State to public 
education, the secularization of our 
schools has gone much beyond what the 
founders intended by the First Amend- 
ment. In a talk to a group of school 
heads on the subject “A Frenchman’s 
View of American Education,” Professor 
Henri Peyre of Yale pointed out that our 
education, with its great virtues as well 
as its striking defects, mirrors the prevail- 
ing climate of opinion. And this, he 
went on to say, is far removed from the 
basic Protestant world view out of which 
American democracy grew. Sometimes it 
takes a friend from abroad to see us 
clearly. 

Secularism is all-pervasive; it finds its 
way into many areas of life. For sheer, 
downright godlessness much of modern 
writing would be hard to match. Even 
our most reputable literary journals have 
no compunction about printing stories in 
which the Name that is above every 
name is degraded into a common exple- 
tive. Problems of intimate human rela- 
tionships are discussed as if the Ten 
Commandments had never been heard 
of. And a whole school of fiction has 
arisen that takes for its province the per- 
verse and decadent. 

And what of the entertainment world? 
It was secularism when the movie indus- 
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try chose to entertain the Soviet dictator 
with a spectacle so crude that, in the 
words of The Manchester Guardian, it 


left Madam 


Khrushchev “grey with 
shame” and gave her husband occasion 
to scoff. And we are told that the coun- 
try will soon be treated to a Hollywood 
production of Sinclair Lewis’ Elmer 
Gantry. As for the amusement that 
comes into the majority of our homes, 
current revelations of the fixing of quiz 
programs show the extent to which secu- 
lar entertainment may lack integrity. 

€ To turn to a very different area, Ict 
any pastor do as a Methodist minister 
recently did and surprise his congrega- 
tion with a brief test of the most elemen- 
tary Bible facts. He may find as did this 
brave minister that his sermons have 
been directed at men and women 
abysmally ignorant of even the Scriptural 
A-B-Cs. For the spirit of secularism may 
invade the church itself, particularly if 
the Bible occupies only a marginal rather 
than central place in the pulpit. Also, 
it is entirely possible for organization 
and administration to become so complex 
in church life that it leads to preoccupa- 
tion with programs and plans, budgets 
and conferences, and even an expertly 
run church becomes more of a secular 
institution than a spiritually living fel- 
lowship of believers. 

These are but a few symptoms of atti- 
tudes that have crept far into our cul 
ture. The plain fact is that secularism 
has never been an adequate philosophy 
of life. Even at its moralistic best, it of- 
fers no more than a fractional world 
view. Because it bans the eternal, it lacks 
integrity in the root sense of wholeness. 


€ What is the answer to the creeping 
secularism of our day? In his address at 
the 200th anniversary of Nassau Hall at 
Princeton, Dr. John Baillie of Scotland 
quoted the opening of the Westminster 
Shorter Catechism—“What is the chief 
end of man?” “The chief end of man 
is to glorify God and to enjoy him for- 
ever.” He went to to say, “It is within 
the context of that question and answer 
that what we call our Western civiliza- 
tion has been developed, and I believe 
our civilization to be doomed to swift 
disintegration and decay if it should cease 
to be aware of itself as standing within 
that context.” It should be added, there 
is only one message that can make us 
fully aware of ourselves as standing 
within that context and that is the mes- 
sage of the living Christ set forth in the 
Word of the living God. 


Frank E. GAEBELEIN 
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HRISTIANITY TODAY 


WASHINGTON BUILDING, 
WASHINGTON 5&. DOD. C. 
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FORM 3547 REQUESTED 


~ PAUL FREED ANNOUNCES 
THE FIRST FULL-TIME MISSIONARY 
RADIO VOICE IN EUROPE: 


TRANS WORLD RADIO 


A new powerful missionary radio voice broadcasting the 
Gospel to Russia and Satellites—and to the world from the 
heart of Europe. Blanketing the vast populations of Europe, 
Asia and Africa has been the long-planned goal of 


VOICE OF TANGIER 


% Missionary Broadcasting from 
¥ Morocco to Europe for six years 
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With the completion of a giant 


100,000 WATT TRANSMITTER 


and five curtain antennas high up on the biuffs of Monte 
Carlo overlooking the Mediterranean Sea, TRANS WORLD 
RADIO will beam an estimated 1,600,000 watts of effective 
radiated power making it one of the most powerful radio 
voices in the world. 

This new full-time missionary transmitter, the first in 


el , 





os ma Europe, has been in construction for about a year and will 
ee $ be put at our disposal 24 hours a day in 1960. It will be 
< 3 rm 4 located in Monte Carlo, Monaco, nearly 1000 miles closer 

ee att to Moscow. 
4 Se The entire transmitting system of TRANS WORLD RADIO 


will involve an advance of over a half million dollars. This 
at new voice in the heart of Europe has been made possible 
. Sin in cooperation with the famed Radio Monte Carlo. 


TRANS WORLD RADIO 


The Voice of Tangier 
354 MAIN STREET, CHATHAM, NEW JERSEY 





Paul E. Freed, President, Voice 
of Tangier, whose successful 
negotiations for the past 
three years in several Euro- 
pean countries, including a 
petition in Holland for a new 
tadio station, has paved the 
way for this new exp jon. 





